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It is universally acknowledged by nations professing 
Christianity, that the highest pinnacle of earthly 
joy is attained by the union of husband and wife, 
when founded on the purest principle of human 
affection. It is this strong principle of heartfelt 
love that Christ condescends to assimilate to the 
mystical union which will hereafter take place 
between Him and that spotless, faultless, and 
glorious Church, which He will one day present 
to Himself as His Bride, ' the Lamb's wife.' 

Nothing is more surprising in the present day, 
when so much additional light has been shed upon 
the teaching of Scripture, and we hear so much of 
the claims of what is commonly termed ' the Primi- 
tive and Catholic Church/ than the extraordinary 
forgetfulness of what the Primitive Christians 
believed respecting the doctrine of the Second 
Advent. Much as we prize the vital truths per- 
taining to Christ's first coming as a man of sorrows 
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2 The Bride of Christ. 

and acquainted with grief, that is no reason why we 
should omit all allusion to His future coming as 
King of Saints, to 'make up His jewels/ and to 
call His Bride to her long-wished-for home. If 
under the Old Dispensation there was much atten- 
tion paid to the subject by pious "and thoughtful 
Israelites, like Simeon and Anna, four centuries 
before the Saviour's first Advent — as Malachi 
(iii. 1 6, 17), the last of the minor Prophets, expresses 
it: 'Then they that feared the Lord spake often 
one to another : and Jehovah hearkened and heard 
it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought 
upon His name. And they shall be mine, saith 
Jehovah of hosts, in that day when I make up my 
jewels' — what far more reason have not we, who 
are under the New and better Covenant, for living 
in the constant, or ' hourly/ as one of the early 
Christians terms it, expectation of the Bridegroom's 
return to call His loved ones home ? 

When we recollect that the very moment after 
the ascension of the Lord of glory into heaven, 
and that He whom they so much loved had 
disappeared from the wistful gaze of the sorrow- 
ing disciples, angelic messengers were sent to 
comfort them with these words — 'Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like maxuvet as» ^s. have 
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seen him go into heaven ' (Acts, i. 11); may it not 
be said to the believing soul, that ever since then 
Christ in some sense has been returning ? Some 
glow has ever rested on the Eastern skies to warrant 
the expectation of the faithful in ' hourly ' looking 
for their Lord's return. But it is no less true, that 
as the time of His sure coming draweth nigh, the 
signs of His appearing wax clearer and more 
defined. The gleaming streaks of that morn which 
is to arise without a cloud mount up to the skies ; 
the voices which herald its approach are multi- 
plying on all sides ; the shadows of predicted events 
are gathering rapidly around us ; the hum and the 
tread of an awakening world rise in the full tide 
on the watcher's ear ; all creation ' waiting for the 
manifestation of the sons of God' and the new 
order of the coming day. Well, indeed, will it be for 
ourselves if we are not unconsciously deceived by 
the mocker's cry, * Where is the promise of His 
coming ?' Let us beware that the lawful calls of a 
too-engrossing world without do not foster the pro- 
crastinating spirit ivithin. Christ's summons to 
* watch' is repeated over and over again, like a 
succession of alarm bells, in order to rouse a sleep- 
ing Church and a slumbering world. 'Persuade 
yourself/ wrote the pious Rutherford, ' that the 
King is coming. Read His letter sent before Him, 
"Behold, I come quickly;" 'wait with the wearied ui^A. 
watch for the breaking of the Eastern ^>j- 
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The New Testament is full of precious promises 
to all who desire to form a part of the Bride of 
Christ. In the fifteenth chapter of the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians the return of Christ the 
Heavenly Bridegroom is specially treated with a 
grandeur of conception, a splendour of imagery, 
and a magnificence of language, to which the loftiest 
passages of the most sublime of heathen writers 
are no more to be compared than the feeblest cries 
of an infant's voice to the loudest peals of the 
Almighty's thunder. The argument of St. Paul 
runs thus : ' As in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. But every man in his own 
order: Christ the first-fruits; afterward they that 
are Christ's at His coming. Then cometh the end, 
when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father. . . For He must reign till 
He hath put all enemies under His feet. The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death. . . And when 
all things shalLbe subdued unto Him, then shall 
the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that pu 
all things under Him, that God may be all in all 
(i Cor. xv. 22-28). Here we see the order 
the three resurrections thus stated : 1st, The rest 
rection of ' Christ the first-fruits ;' 2nd, Afterwa 
the resurrection of those ' that are Christ's/ an< 
those only, 'at His coming;' 3rd, Then, which in 
original is a word denoting successional order, 
follow the general resurrection. Aivd since 
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2000 years have already elapsed between the first 
two of these events, may we not infer from analogy 
mat there will be a period of prolonged duration 
between the second and third likewise ? Moreover, 
as we are here taught that death is not destroyed 
until the termination of Christ's reign, when He will 
deliver up the kingdom to His Father in order 
'that God may be all in all;' and the parallel 
passages in Isa. lxv. 17-20, and Rev. xx. 14, 
show that death is not abolished, however much 
life may be prolonged, as in patriarchal times, 
during the Millennium ; we are warranted in be- 
lieving that Christ's coming must precede, yea, 
must usher in, that blessed and long-wished-for 
period. 

. Perhaps, however, the clearest passage where the 
doctrine of the Premillennial Advent in connexion 
with Bridal privileges is to be found, is in St. Paul's 
First Epistle to the Thessalonians, at the close of 
the 4th chapter. Believers at Thessalonica of the 
primitive age appear to have received so fully this 
precious truth, that we find the Apostle speaking of 
it in every chapter of his two Epistles addressed to 
' the Church of the Thessalonians.' But lest they 
should be exalted above measure by the expectation 
of realising what he elsewhere calls ' that blessed 
hope, and glorious appearing of our great God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ' (Tit. ii. 13), he warns them 
that the coming of Christ to caXY Hys> ^>\\&st Wbr, 
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must be preceded by the gradual development of 
' the Apostasy,' and the revelation of ' that man of 
sin, the son of perdition,' the germ of which existed 
in the days of the Apostles, which came to its 
maturity in the darkness of the middle ages, and is 
now being gradually consumed by the Spirit of the 
Lord preparatory to its complete destruction at 
the time of our Lord's coming with His Bride to 
reign. 

In speaking on this inestimably precious truth, 
we must never forget the important distinction 
which Scripture makes between Christ coming for 
His Bride and His coming with His Bride. The 
Apostle describes the first act of this stupendous and 
glorious drama in his Epistle to the Thessalonians : 
' I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asleep . . . for if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. 
... For we which are alive and remain (on earth) 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
(i.e. precede) them which are asleep (in Jesus). For 
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, and the dead (sleepers) in Christ shall rise 
first. Then we which are alive (on earth) and 
remain (until that moment) shall be caught up 
together with them (as Enoch and Elijah of old) in 
the douds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord' (^i T\\ess, \m. 1^-17). 
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Observe, that here nothing more is described than 
Christ coming for His people to claim His Bride, 
consisting of all who have died in the faith up to 
the moment of His coming, and who are now 
'sleeping in Jesus ;' and also of all those on earth 
at the time who are faithfully looking and watching 
for His return. To such the Apostle speaks in the 
power of the Spirit when he wrote from the depths 
of his own personal experience — ' Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words * (v. 1$). 

In the Episde to the Philippians the same great 
Apostle, when speaking of his own spiritual con- 
dition, expresses the intensity of anxiety concerning 
the part which would be his at that solemn time : 
' That I may know the power of Christ's resurrec- 
tion; if by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead;' or, to express it more 
literally after the original — the out resurrection 
which is from among the dead ones (Phil. iii. 10, 11). 
And well may we endeavour, in obedience to the 
Apostolic exhortation, daily and hourly, to seek for 
comfort by continued meditation on this doctrine. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that none but those 
who take God at His word, and really and heartily 
believe that Christ may call His Bride home at 
any moment, can in anywise realise the import- 
ance and the value of this inestimably precious 
truth, or can find that amount of * comfort ' which 
a genuine reception of this doctoxv^ \% \^ ^a^ 
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calculated to bestow. How true are the words of 
the hymn ! — 

1 O hope of every contrite heart ! 
To penitents how kind ! 
To those who seek how good Thou art, 
Far more to those who find. 

Ah ! this no tongue can utter ; this 

No mortal hymn can show ; 
The love of Jesus, what it is, 

None but His Bride can know !' 

Comforting, then, beyond all conception, accord- 
ing to the language of inspiration, will be the 
hearty belief in this most precious truth to those 
who love the thought of His appearing, and to whom 
it is the one * blessed hope,' which it has been to 
the faithful of all ages ever since the Ascension. 
For doth it not behove all those who * have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb/ not only to be assured that they even 
here dwell in Christ and Christ in them, that they 
are one with Christ and Christ with them, but also 
of the inexpressibly blessed results flowing from 
this happy union? To feel not only that they are 
' heirs ' of the Father, and constitute the Bride of 
His Son, but also to be able to realise the privileges 
of such an exalted position? For what can be 
more comforting or more soul-inspiring than the 
hope that at Christ's next Advent the faithful of all 
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ages, from Abel to this present time, will be 
gathered unto their Lord ; and, w.earing his Divine 
image, will be permitted to share His holy dominion, 
and to shed the light and love of heaven upon the 
sojourners of this lower world ? The hope of the 
Premillennial Advent of Christ has thus a fullness 
and grandeur about it which no tongue can tell, 
nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive 
the glory which awaits the Bride at the coming of 
her Lord and Master. 

A right understanding of this doctrine tends to 
keep alive in our souls a spirit of watchfulness, of 
preparation, and of prayer; above all, a spirit of 
weaning the affections from this world, to which 
our weak hearts are so naturally attached, and of 
fixing them more and more on that place where true 
joys are alone to be found. Herein lies the most 
practical and beneficial effect of the heartfelt 
acceptance of this most glorious truth. Nothing 
serves so much to remind us of our pilgrim state, 
that here we have no abiding city, that this earth, 
at least in its present condition, is not our home, 
nor can be as long as the Bride is separated from 
her absent Lord. Nothing tends to raise our 
thoughts and desires heavenward, so much as the 
'hourly' contemplation of those pleasures which 
are at God's right hand for evermore, ' which He 
hath prepared for them that love Him,' and which 
He condescends to reveal \>^ Yto& ^svx\\.\ ^ V». •<&& 
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Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
God.' 

Clement, the fellow-labourer of St. Paul, whose 
name is particularly mentioned in the Epistle to 
the Philippians, when writing to the Primitive 
Christians at Corinth, exhorts them to the ' hourly ' 
remembrance of this great truth. ' Brethren/ he 
says, ' let us hour by hour be expecting the kingdom 
of God in love and righteousness, because we know 
not the day of Christ's appearing' (2ndEp. to Cor. § i). 
And it is a source of comfort to the soul to remem- 
ber that afflictions and earthly sorrows, however 
trying to the natural man, are more than counter- 
balanced by thoughts of the joy which awaits those 
who are habitually looking for the return of Him 
we love ; as it is written, ' Our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh in us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.' We need, 
therefore, no more stimulating incentive to a holy 
life, to a peaceful dependence upon our Heavenly 
Father, and to a persistent diligence in well-doing, 
and a freedom from those ties which oppress and 
weigh down our fallen nature so closely to earth, 
than the ' hour by hour y remembrance of the Pre- 
millennial Advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

If this doctrine be made, as it should be, the 

.most practical doctrine in the whole economy of 

the gospel of grace — for what more practical than 
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to have the heartfelt assurance that the Lord may 
call His Bride to Himself this very hour in which 
the writer or the reader may be contemplating the 
coming joy ? — no less comforting is it under every 
trial which our Heavenly Father sends for our good. 
To the minister of Christ it is so especially : for 
' what,' asks the Apostle, in writing to believers at 
Thessalonica, who were anxiously looking for this 
event, 'what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at His coming ? For ye are our 
glory and our joy' (i Thess. ii. 19). Nor is it less 
so to the whole Church of Christ in general, /. e. 
to every individual member of that body which 
unitedly forms the Bride, who is living up to the 
holy privilege of testifying his belief in the certainty 
of the Second Advent by his frequent commemora- 
tion of the first, according to the Apostle's declara- 
tion : * As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come ' 
(1 Cor. xi. 26). Hence he assures his fellow- 
believers at Colosse, that ' when Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
Him in glory ' (Col. iii. 4). Is not this conclusive 
as to the time of the rapture of the Bride ? For if 
we are not to be taken up to meet the Lord in the 
air previous to His return to earth with His saints 
in glory, how are we to understand the promise of 
the Word of God that vrtvetv OxsSsX. *s^»xs> ^^ 



12 The Bride of Christ. 

Bride will also appear with Him by His side in 
glory? 

Hence, although no one, no, not the angels in 
heaven, know the actual time when this event will 
take place, it will assuredly precede by a millennial 
period the universal resurrection of all, which is so 
clearly predicted in Scripture in the Book of 
Revelation, xx. n-15, under the vision of ' a great 
white throne/ That such was the doctrine as held 
by the deepest taught amongst the Primitive 
Christians we have the decisive testimony of one 
who was born a few years after St. John died, and 
who subsequently laid down his life for that belief 
which he knew in his own soul to be true. Justin, 
'the Martyr,' as he was termed, in his argument with 
a Jew named Trypho, expressly declared, ' I and 
others, who belong to the pure faith, and who are 
orthodox Christians on all points, are assured that 
there will be the out resurrection from amongst the 
dead, and a thousand years in Jerusalem, which 
will then be rebuilt and enlarged, as Isaiah and 
Ezekiel and others declare. . . . And John, one of 
the Apostles of Christ, prophesied by revelation that 
those who truly believed in Christ would dwell a 
thousand years in Jerusalem ; and after that, there 
would be the general resurrection and judgment of 
all men' (Dial, cum Trypho, chaps. 80, 81). 

That such was the teaching of the most orthodox 
amongst the early Christians, for the following three 
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centuries, we have ample testimony to prove, down 
to the time of St. Augustine, at the close of the 
fourth century, when a change of opinion occurred, 
owing to the immoderate carnality entertained by 
some 'false brethren' respecting it. Nevertheless, 
as he justly observes, the doctrine of the Millen- 
nium would be unobjectionable if it were believed 
(as it is by all who are taught of the Holy Ghost 
'the deep things of God') that the saints during 
that period would only have spiritual joys through 
the presence of the Lord, ' as we once so thought * 
— referring to his discourse entitled Sermon on the 
Lord's Day, in which he says : * The eighth day 
spoken of in John, xx. 26, signifies the new or 
resurrection life at the end of this age. The 
seventh day signifies the peaceful rest of the saints, 
which will be on the earth. For the Lord will 
reign with His saints on earth, as the Scriptures 
teach, and will have a Church here below into 
which no evil shall come.' 

How, then, were the Primitive Christians war- 
ranted in teaching this doctrine respecting the 
reign of Christ with His Bride, on or over this 
earth, which once saw Him as the Man of sorrows, 
despised and rejected by His own whom He came 
to save, and which will yet see Him as King of 
kings and Lord of lords, God blessed for evermore, 
' when He shall come to be glorified in His saints^ 
and to be admired in a\\ VhemV^\^aRN*.^ , *» aX 
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day?' (2 Thess. i. 10.) God's word can alone 
afford an answer to this momentous question. It 
is not unfrequently said that the Book of Revela- 
tion is the only portion of Holy Scripture which 
gives any countenance to such a doctrine. This, 
however, is a great mistake. It is true that there 
is a distinct promise in that Book concerning those 
who are * redeemed by the blood of Christ out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, ' 
from the time of Abel downwards, and who are 
symbolised by * the four living creatures*' (not beasts, 
as it is most unsuitably translated in Rev. v. 8 ), 
that they ' shall reign on the earth ;' and who, as 
taking part in ' the first resurrection,' which is the 
privilege of the Bride alone, ' shall reign with 
Christ a thousand years' (Rev. xx. 6). But it is to 
the Book of Psalms that we should rather look 
for the distinct teaching of this most precious 
truth. 

Thus, in Psalm i., where there is a contrast 
drawn between the man whose * delight is in the 
law of God,' and who habitually meditates upon it, 
and those who regard it as a mere form, or else 

"openly despise it ; of such it is said, ' The ungodly 
shall not rise' (a more correct rendering than 
'stand') 'in the judgment' (v. 4). And as in Ps. 
ix. 7, 8, it is written that 'Jehovah hath established 
(or prepared) His throne for the judgment,' when 

Jfe shall reign over ' the world in righteousness, 
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and shall minister judgment to the people in up- 
rightness ;' we can only explain it by referring this 
judgment (at which the ungodly do not rise) to the 
time of the first resurrection, in which the Bride 
alone takes part, when Christ will be visibly estab- 
lished on His throne, and temporal judgments will 
be poured out upon the guilty nations of the 
earth. Are we not then warranted in saying that 
everyone who realises the privileges pertaining to 
the adoption, both as sons of God and as the 
Bride of Christ, and can say with the beloved 
disciple, though * it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be, we know that when Christ appears we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is' (1 John, 
iii. 2), may rightly adopt with childlike confidence 
the language of the Psalmist of old, and say, 
* Though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me : 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me' (Ps. xxiii. 4) 
— for I am well assured from Thy own unfailing 
word, that when the time arrives for beholding Thy 
much-loved face in righteousness, 'I shall be satisfied 
when I awake up' (from sleeping in Jesus), * satis- 
fied with Thy likeness ?' (Ps. xvii. 15.) 

* Alive, or sleeping in the ground, 
Till the loud trumpet's joyful sound, 
Then burst earth's chains with sweet surprise, 
And in the Bridegroom's itna^e. xv&fe. V 
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Again, it is evident that the 37th Psalm is full 
of promises to those who are waiting in faith and 
patience for their Lord's return — promises, be it 
remembered, of a remarkable nature; apparently 
an inheritance on this earth during Christ's mil- 
lennial reign. For thrice is it so declared in this 
Psalm : 'The meek shall inherit the earth? (v. n). 
* Those that wait upon the Lord shall inherit the 
earth* (v. 9). * The righteous shall inherit the earth* 
(not 'land* as in the English Bible, for the original 
is the same in all three places) (v. 29). And we 
should not forget that our Lord, in the Sermon on 
the Mount, pointedly refers to this psalm when 
He declared, ' Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth? Now this earthly inheritance 
appears to be the Bride's portion when she shares 
her Bridegroom's throne ; and where that throne 
will be may be gathered from various expressions 
in the Psalms : * Ask of me, and I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for thy possession' (Ps. ii. 8). 
' I will make my First-born higher than the kings 
of the earth* (Ps. lxxxix. 27), clearly referring to 
Christ, as in Heb. i. 2-8. Hence Ps. xcvii. r, 
opens with this statement, * The Lord reigneth : 
let the earth rejoice ;' and Ps. xcix. 1, ' The Lord 
reigneth : let the people tremble.' All these pro- 
mises point to the time of millennial blessedness, so 
fully described by Isaiah in chapter* *\. axvd tor., 
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when the lion will be sufficiently tame to ' eat straw 
like the ox;' when he who dies at the advanced 
age, as it is now considered, of one hundred years, 
shall be esteemed a child; and when 'the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the seas •/ which period will be ushered 
in by the fulfilment of the promise, 'With right- 
eousness shall He judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity for the meek of the earth: and He shall smite 
the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the 
breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked' — *'. e. 
the lawless one, or man of sin, described by St. 
Paul in the 2nd Epistle to the Thessalonians. 
(Isa. xi. 4 ) 

Ps. xiv. contains, under a beautiful metaphor, 
some deep teaching respecting the Bride's position 
in this world of sin and sorrow, preparatory to that 
full fruition of joy when the Lord comes to claim 
her as His own. Under the figure of the king's 
daughter Christ's Bride is thus addressed : — 
4 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline 
thine ear ; forget also thine own people, and thy 
father's house ; so shall the King greatly desire thy 
beauty : for He is thy Lord ; and worship thou 
Him. . . The king's daughter is all glorious within ; 
her clothing is of wrought gold . . . the virgins her 
companions that follow her shall be brought unto 
thee/ 

Thus we see that the BfcVDi/m\vet *wsx»&r. ^ s ^- 
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dition from the world, or her natural 'father's 
house/ is represented with her attendant maids, 
called 'the virgins her companions,' who equally 
share the privileges of the marriage supper of the 
Lamb ; though they may not hold exactly the same 
place in the heart of Him who ' greatly desires ' and 
rejoices over the beauty of His Bride, who is 
faithfully watching and waiting for the coming 
Bridegroom. This interpretation seems to be 
supported by one of our Lord's beautiful parables, 
commonly known as the parable of the Wise and 
Foolish Virgins. Christ there declares, ' While the 
Bridegroom tarried' (evidently denoting the present 
condition of the world) 'they all slumbered and 
slept / i. e. the five wise as well as the five foolish 
virgins. From which we infer that the wise virgins 
do not represent the Bride, whose chief charac- 
teristic mark is that she is ever striving to make 
herself ready for the expected Bridegroom. If, 
therefore, the Bride has any place in that parable, 
she would appear to be symbolised by that invisible 
party who are represented as making the cry, 
' Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to 
meet Him' (Matt xxv. 6). 

Nonconformity to the world is one of the essen* 

tial characteristics of the Bridal state ; for Scripture 

speaks in language of unmistakable plainness on 

this point : ' Be not conformed to this world/ says 

one Apostle (Rom. xii. 2), ' L.ove xio\. tta world, 1 
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says another ; 4 neither the things in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust 
of thfe flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world' 
(1 John, \L 15). 'How terribly ' the pride of life ' 
militates against the hearty reception of this doc- 
trine none but those who are deeply taught in the 
things of God can know. We have a very striking 
lesson respecting the dangers of such snares in our 
Lord's comparison of the condition of the world 
at His next advent, with what it was in the days of 
both Noah and Lot. Noah is evidently a type 
of what the Bride ought to be — warned by God of 
the coming judgment. Hence, those who con- 
stitute the Bride ought to be 'living epistles* and 
practical * preachers of righteousness/ condemning 
the nominal Christian world by their life and walk, 
their testimony and conduct. In the case of Lot, 
we see what many who claim to be regarded as be- 
lievers, or converted persons, now appear to be doing. 
First of all, Lot pitched his tent towards Sodom ; 
then he dwelt in it ; and on the very eve of its de- 
struction we find him seated in the gate, the place 
of respectability and power. He loved the things 
of Sodom, just as many believers at the present 
time are ensnared by 'the things that are in the 
world.' Lot did not love Sodom itself; his 'right- 
eous soul was vexed' mtYi %x& vcv \X>^ ^\..^\sx. 
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tells us : but he loved its pleasant things, just a 
many have an inordinate taste for what are ten 
innocent worldly amusements, and therefore 
dwelt there. The Lord, however, was please* 
remember Lot in mercy. He brought him f 
from the doomed city with his wife and child 
and saved him from its overthrow. He was sa 
but so as by fire. A solemn warning, evei 
those who are * called to be saints of God.' 

The greatest trial to the believer in this coui 
where the outward profession of religion is so rc 
professed and so highly regarded, is conform it 
the lawful and innocent pleasures of the worl 
such they really be. It is not for anyone to ji 
his brother respecting what he may partake of 
what he should abstain from, according to the 
riabie standard of society in the present day. 
Apostolic rule must be our sole guide on i 
occasions, * I£ any of them that believe not,' 
St. Paul, 'bid you to a feast, and ye be dispose 
go ; whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking 
question for conscience sake' (i Cor. x. 27J. ' 
believeth that he may eat all things : another, 
is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that ez 
despise him that eateth not ; and let not him w 
eateth not judge him that eateth : for God 
received him. Who art thou that judgest anc 
man's servant ? To his own master he standet 
falleth' (Rom, xiv. 2-4). 
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In the early days of the Church of Christ, when 
the renunciation of the world, professed in the 
baptism of water, was a reality, and maintained by 
a continual baptism in the fire of persecution, the 
enemy was then the world in arms against the de- 
spised and faithful few. But it is not so now. 
Rather, in the present day, the too-attractive enemy 
which the Bride of Christ has most to fear is 
the world of arts and sciences, suited for every 
taste, with ail their luxurious accompaniments and 
blandishments of this pampered age, by which men 
are so readily enticed, and the mind becomes cor- 
rupted, and led away, as the Apostle feared, ' from 
the simplicity that is in Christ.' 

This is notably the case with those who are loud 
in their profession of being emphatically 'The 
Church ;' just as the unconverted Jews of old so 
fondly boasted, ' The temple of the Lord are we.' 
The most dangerous enemy which the Bride of 
Christ has to contend with in the present dis- 
pensation are those who are perpetually boasting 
of their ' catholicity/ as they call it, while they 
virtually ignore the only true definition of that 
much-abused term, as recorded in an epistle attri- 
buted to Ignatius of Antioch, who was martyred 
at Rome a.d. 107 : ' Wheresoever Jesus Christ is, 
there is the Catholic Church ' For their religion 
appears to consist principally in that ' form of god- 
liness' of which St. Paul \vam£& Tvewtfto^ \^ 
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which the Pharisees of old delighted, which 
multitudes make so much of in the present day, 
and which consists so much of the pomp and 
splendour of the ancient heathen world, with its 
gorgeous vestments, useless lights, and smoking 
incense ; while others, not satisfied with these, 
take a step further, and pass into deeper error by 
the addition of pictures and images, invoking the 
saints — u e. dead men and women — which the 
Apostle terms * doctrines of demons/ and is the 
chief mark of the predicted apostasy. Of such 
the Apostle speaks when he says, * Having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof : from 
such turn away. For of this sort are they which 
creep into houses, and lead captive silly women 
laden with sins . . . ever learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth' (2 Tim, 

iii. 5-7)- 

There is something very solemn in the thought 

respecting a custom of the ancient Egyptians, viz, 

that they were wont on their feasts to seat a 

skeleton dressed in gorgeous robes, as a warning to 

all. Its presence told them of the vanity of earthly 

things, and that they should use this world as nol 

abusing it. In comparing the civilised heathen ol 

Egypt without a revelation, with ourselves who 

possess that inestimable privilege, we may reason- 

ably doubt if the fashionable world of professing 

Christendom would permit ftus so\emw to\\ym1si 
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of ' the king of terrors' to disturb their minds with 
such an unwelcome, intrusive reminder of the future. 
What if, in the midst of some splendid banquet, 
enriched with luxurious delicacies gathered from 
the four quarters of the globe, the voice of a 
messenger from another world were heard pro- 
claiming, 'Behold, the Bridegroom cometh V and 
'Time shall be no longer ?' What would be the 
feelings of those who are so immersed and ab- 
sorbed in the pursuits of the world, and who are 
apparently so earnest in their worship of one of 
the three principal deities so largely followed 
in Christendom — Wealth, Power, and Intellect ? 

Many may remember a favourite fiction of child- 
hood, entitled Sinbad the Sailor, and the magnetic 
rock that rose from the surface of the placid waters. 
Silently Sinbad's vessel was attracted towards it, 
and silently the bolts were drawn out of the ship's 
side, one by one, through the subtle attraction of 
that magnetic rock. When the doomed vessel 
drew so near that every bolt and clamp were 
unloosed the whole structure of the vessel tumbled 
into the sea, and the sleeping mariners awoke to 
their drowning agonies. So stands the magnetic 
rock of worldliness across the path of the Christian. 
Its attraction is subtle, silent, slow, but fearfully 
powerful on every soul that floats within its range. 
Under its enchanting spell bolt after bolt of good 
resolutions is stealthily w\t\tAraw&. ^WevaX \sa»sss k 



24 The Bride of Christ. 

it how long, or how fair, has been the man's pro- 
fession of religion in all outward appearance, or 
how vigorously the flag of orthodoxy may float 
from the mast-head ? Let sudden temptation smite 
the unbolted professor, and in an hour he is a 
wreck. He cannot stand in the day of temptation 
and trial, because he is not fi ed on the Rock of 
Ages ; he is no longer held together by a divine 
principle within. It has been silently drawn out 
of him by that mighty loadstone of attraction — a 
sinful, lawless, and practically godless world, which 
knows nothing of the Apostolic precept, ' The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are. the 
children of God* (Rom. viii. 16). 

Now contrast this with the conduct of those who 
have the internal testimony of the Holy Ghost 
teaching them the esoteric verities of the Christian 
religion, such as pre- mundane election to life, 
effectual calling, final perseverance, millennial bless- 
ings, and eternal glory. * Make your calling sure/ 
is the exhortation of St. Peter ; and thereby your 
election for the one being done, the other follows 
of itself. It is not for us to pry into the Divine 
decrees, but rather to read them in the perform- 
ance. Though the mariner sees not the polar star, 
yet the needle of the compass that points to it tells 
him which way he sails. And thus the heart that 
is touched with the loadstone of Divine love, 
trembling with godly fear, and yet still looking 
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towards God by hearty faith, points to the doctrine 
of election, and tells the soul that its course is 
contrary to that of the world and towards the 
haven of eternal rest. He that loves may be sure 
that he was loved first ; and he who chooses God 
for his portion here, may firmly believe that God 
hath chosen him to form a part of that Bridal 
throng who shall enjoy Him for evermore. 

How finely has Chalmers drawn the picture of a 
man attracted and captivated by the beauty of this 
lower world, until taught by grace divine to know 
the superior attraction of another one, which he 
rightly terms ' the expulsive power of the new 
affection !' He supposes him to be entirely ab- 
sorbed in contemplating all the blessings which 
earth can afford, the light of the sun sweetly 
resting upon all the pleasant habitations, and the 
joys of human companionship brightening many a 
happy circle of society, and to be unable to descry,' 
beyond the verge of the goodly planet on which 
he was dwelling, nothing but a dark and fathomless • 
unknown. But if, he adds, ' during the time of his • 
contemplation some happy island of the blest had * 
floated by, and there had burst upon his senses the 
light of its surpassing glories, and its sounds of 
sweeter melody, and he clearly saw there a pmjlr 
beauty resting upon every field, and tr at a more 
heartfelt joy had spread itself among all the fa- 
milies around ; could he fuit\\<i\ *fcs. ^cvaX. ^axai -ssA. 
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mortality were there unknown, and, above all, th 
signals of welcome were being hung out, and ; 
avenue of communication was made for him — wl 
was previously a dark abyss would become t 
land of invitation, and the world that once charm 
him so piuch would now become the wilderne 
What unpeopled space could not do, can be do 
by space teeming with beatific scenes and beati 
society. -lAnd let the existing tendencies of t 
heart be what they may to the scene that is visit 
around us, still, if another stood revealed to t 
prospect of man through the superior attracts 
ness of a supernatural power, then might he c 
unto this present world, and live to that loveli 
one that stands in the distance far away.' 

To return, however, to the subject of the Brid 
power when the Bridegroom cometh. It is tr 
that the time is coming when the Bride will be 
a position of authority, though not so here duri 
this dispensation. Ps. xlix. 14, contains a distir 
promise^of rule to the Bride, which, by compari 
spiritual things with spiritual, appears clearly 
point to the time of Christ's millennial reig 
Speaking of the worldly professors, whose ' inwa 
thought is that their houses shall continue for ev 
and their dwelling-places to all generations, w 
call their lands after their own names/ and whc 
words and deeds have what is termed 'the appro 1 
of posterity, 1 we see how emmetvtYy desetvp&re t 
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is of our professing Christian country at the present 
time. The Psalmist was inspired to declare that 
' the upright should have dominion over them in 
the morning,' — viz. in the morn of the resurrection, 
when the number of the Bride is completed ; /. e. 
all who will then awake from their 'sleep in Jesus' 
to be 'satisfied with their Saviour's likeness,' as well 
as all who are then ' alive and remain ' on earth, 
realising the full meaning of the duty and privi- 
lege of watching for the coming Bridegroom, 
shall be caught up together to meet the Lord in 
the air, previous to His coming with His saints to 
sit upon His throne during the millennial period, 
and in the eternal state ; ' and so,' says St. Paul, 
1 shall we ever be with the Lord ' (1 Thess. iv. 17). 
As some persons interpret the reign of Christ 
with His Bride to be of eternal duration, it may 
be well to point out that it is distinctly limited to a 
period of ' one thousand years.' Whether that is 
to be understood of solar years, or figuratively of a 
longer period, is immaterial; but we know that 
after the millennial period has come to an end, 
and death is finally abolished and Satan destroyed, 
and the, judgment of the great white throne com- 
pleted, as described in the 20th chapter of the 
Book of Revelation, it is said, ' When all things 
shall be subdued unto Christ, then shall the Son 
also Himself be subject unto Him that put all 
things under Him ; and thin s\\a& ^^ ^s&*«. xs^ 
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His kingdom to God, even the Father, that God 
may be all in air (i Cor. xv. 24, 28). 

It would appear from the teaching of Scripture 
that the character of the Bride, as revealed both 
in the Old and New Testament, may be appropri- 
ately described as if it were a selection of the elect, 
/. e. who walk more closely, work more lovingly, 
pray more fervently, act more faithfully, and watch 
more anxiously for Him whose coming will be the 
completion of the fullness of her joy. Such seems 
to be the privileged condition of those who have 
the highest ' gifts ' in the economy of the kingdom 
of grace here preparatory to its fuller fruition in the 
kingdom of glory hereafter. Hence we see St. 
Paul exhorting the Corinthian believers to ' come 
behind in no gift ; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ* (1 Cor. i. 7, 8); 
showing thereby that 'waiting for the coming/ 
or 'revelation/ as it is in the original, of the 
Heavenly Bridegroom, is the very highest and 
most precious, gift to the saints during this present 
dispensation. 

No deeply-taught student of our Lord's words 
can fail to observe, that the chief burden of His 
teaching to His chosen followers was to be un- 
ceasingly watchful for their Master's return. ' Watch, 
for ye know not what hour yout Lord doth come ' 
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(Matt. xxiv. 42). 'Watch, lest coming suddenly 
He find you sleeping ' (Mark, xiii. $6). ' Watch 
and pray always that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 
and to stand before the Son of Man ' (Luke, xxL 36). 

But as well as 'watching, 7 it is the Bride's 
privilege to be always patiently ' waiting ' the time 
for her Lord to come. ' Let your loins be girded 
about, and your lights burning/ was Christ's com- 
mand ; * and ye yourselves like unto men that wait 
for their lord when he will return from the wed- 
ding' (Luke, xii. 35). This last phrase seems to 
denote the time when the chosen nation of Israel, 
who still are ' beloved for the fathers' sakes/ will 
be in the straits of the future siege of Jerusalem 
described by Zechariah, xiv. 1-4, when the Lord, 
accompanied by His Bride, shall * return from 
the wedding' to fight on behalf of His people 
Israel. 

' Looking for ' the return of the Heavenly Bride- 
groom is another duty specified in Holy Writ as 
pertaining to the cherished Bride of Christ. St 
Paul declares that the grace of God, which effects 
our salvation, teaches us to be 'ever looking for that 
blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ ' (Tit. ii. 1 3). 
And in another place he teaches that the promise 
is, that 'to them who look for Him will Christ appear 
the second time without sm \mlo s&n^&sc? V^£^ 
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ix. 28). Two of the other Apostles speak in the 
same strain. ' Keep yourselves/ says St. Jude, ' in 
the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life.' And so St. Peter 
exhorts : 'Looking for and hasting unto the coming 
of the day of God/ /. e. literally, ' hasting ' (not 
* hasting unto/ as in our Bibles) the coming, which 
means earnestly wishing for any event, or for the 
arrival of anyone, as the expression frequently 
occurs in the classical writers : by which means we 
are thus said to hasten the accomplishment of the 
event, or the arrival of the expected party. Thus 
Scripture teaches that the faithful, like those 
of Justin Martyr's day, who are earnesdy 
looking for the coming of Christ in all the glories 
of the Second Advent, are, by the exercise of this 
faith, actually hastening that long-wished-for and 
predicted event. 

As a main help towards the accomplishment of 
this promise, believers in the Premillennial Advent 
would do well if they enforced the practice of 
'speaking often to one another/ as they did in the 
days of Malachi, on this soul-inspiring topic. Our 
feelings should be those of an exile, who, amidst 
various comforts, still thinks of his home, his 
country, and his friends. The hope of his return 
gilds the hours of banishment from his native 
land ; he may refresh his spirit by the objects of 
beauty or of interest which axe axouwd him, but 
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bis affections cling to his native shores.* To that 
onforgotten scene his warmest affections turn with 
andiminished interest. And thus will it ever be 
with those who clearly realise then* Bridal privi- 
leges at the return of the Heavenly Bridegroom. 
To the man who long looks at the sun, that glorious 
image of the Creator's power still holds its place in 
the vision after the eyes are closed. So the heart 
that is continually on the watch-tower of faith and 
hope, and which is touched with the loadstone of 
Divine love, will be unceasingly looking for the 
promised return of Him who comes to * make up 
His jewels/ and to take His Bride to her happy 
home. If Shakespeare, so much admired by the 
world, had light enough to write, — 

* Good name, in man or woman, 
Is the immediate jewel of their souls/ 

how careful ought believers in the doctrine of 
the Premillennial Advent to be respecting their 
walk and life as future 'jewels 1 in the diadem 
of their Lord and Master ! What the Holy Ghost 
said of old to the Church of Pergamos seems 
peculiarly applicable to those who realise much 

* How well Goldsmith expresses this idea in his Traveller: — 

' Where'er I roam, whatever realms to see, 
My heart untravell'd fondly turns to thee : 
Still to my brother turns, with ceaseless pain, 
And drags at each remove a lengthening chain.' 
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of the Saviour's presence now, preparatory to the 
fuller fruition of joy at the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. 'To him that overcometh will I give to eat 
of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which 
no man knoweth save he that receiveth it ' (Rev. 
ii. 17). The hidden man?ia, the white stone, and the 
neiv name unknown to the world, are in an especial 
sense the privilege of those who are looking by 
faith, not only ' to the sufferings of Christ/ but ' to 
the glory that should follow' (1 Pet i. 11). Not 
only to the Cross of Calvary on which He suffered, 
when He once for all made Himself an offering for 
our sins, but to that ' crown of righteousness which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge,' will give at His next 
coming ' unto all them that love His appearing.' 

I have already remarked, that nonconformity to 
the world* is one of the essential characteristics 

* A saying attributed to a Roman Cardinal, — ' I prefer a 
part in the pleasures of Paris to a part in the happiness of 
Paradise,' — would be the honest avowal of every unconverted 
sinner, Protestant or Papist alike. For, alas! there is just 
as much of 'the world,' in the Scriptural use of the term, 
amongst all classes in this professing * Christian ' England as 
there was amongst the Pagan Romans 0/ old, or as there is 
among the Papal Romans of the present day. The ecclesi- 
astical system, as practised by Roman and Anglo- Catholics 
alike, is essentially of * the world,' as is so fully described by 
the Holy Ghost in the 17th chapter of Revelation, under the 
term 'MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OP 

Harlots and Abominations of TralUxra? 
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of the Bridal state ; but I would fain add, that in 
order to realise adequately the full comfort to be 
gathered from the right reception of the doctrine 
of the Premillennial Advent, it is not sufficient to 
preach nonconformity to or detachment from the 
world, unless an object of attachment is presented 
to the longing heart at the same time in order to 
supply its place. Attachment ranks first in the 
scale ; detachment follows after. Like as the cell, in 
which the butterfly is imprisoned, does not burst 
and crumble away until the wings which are formed 
on the insect inside expand and open its dark 
dwelling ; so the spiritual religion of all who con- 
stitute the Bride of Christ, whose 'life is hid with 
Christ in God ' (Col. iii. 3) ; who know something 
of what St. Paul terms ' all the riches of the full 
assurance of understanding ' (Col. ii. 2), and enjoy 
that peace of mind which passes all conception, 
which lifts them above the world, and assures them 
that when the 6ry is made, ' Behold, He cometh !' 
they shall awake, whether in the grave or still in 
the body, to be satisfied with the likeness of God, 
the perfect image of 'the last Adam' stamped upon 
their souls by the Holy Ghost ; the religion of such 
can only be satisfied by the deepest feelings of 
attachment of which the heart is capable to Him, 
who is the Bridegroom of the believer's soul, when 
He comes to make up His jewels, and to rei@\mt1\ 
Hischerished Bride over a renewed atA^^^cf^- 
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The reception ofthe doctrine of the Premillennial 
Advent as a hope will possibly be much extended 
as things wax worse and worse, but amongst many 
who profess this hope it does not follow that there 
will be any more preparations for receiving the 
Bridegroom than there was among the multitude 
of Jews who were expecting the promised Shiloh at 
his first Advent, as they saw the visible fulfilment 
of the prophecy respecting the Sceptre or kingdom 
departing from Judah. It will be regarded by 
many rather as a deliverance from trouble than as 
the birthday of the saint's true joy; and this is 
seen at the present time by the want of sympathy 
with the design of Christ, who would have had His 
Bride standing out from the world more than 
many are inclined to do, presenting herself daily as 
a mourning wanderer in the wilderness, as she is 
depicted in the Song of Solomon under these 
endearing terms : ' Who is this that cometh up 
from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? 
I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine. He 
brought me to the banqueting-house, and his 
banner over me was love ' (Canticles, ii. 4 ; vi. 3 ; 
viii. 5). 

Further, we have the warrant of the infallible 

Word of God for assuring us that more ' comfort* 

is to be found from a due realisation of this doctrine 

than any other which is specified in the whole 

economy of grace. I catmol fo&Wftx&j ^ck$cbs& 
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any express command, or rather, exhortation on 
the part of an inspired writer to obtain consolation, 
equal to that passage in the Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians, wherein St Paul, after detailing in words 
which have been already quoted the rapture of the 
Bride, and the taking up of the ' spotless Church ' 
to be for ever with her Lord, concludes the inspiring 
theme with this solemn announcement : ' Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words' How true 
is the teaching of the saintly Archbishop Leigh ton on 
this subject ! ' Where the hope of Christ's coming is 
often entertained in the heart it will grow strong, 
as all habits do ; and where it is strong it will work 
much, and delight to act often. Certainly they 
that long much for the coming of Christ will look 
often out to »it : we are usually hoping after other 
things, that do but draw us after them and so scorn 
us. What are the hearts of most of us but so many 
nests of foolish hopes and fears intermixed, that 
entertain us day and night, and steal away our pre- 
cious hours from us that might be laid out so gain- 
fully upon the sweet thoughts of eternity, and upon 
that blessed and assured hope of the coming of 
our beloved Saviour!* 

It is not everyone who can attain that high 
standard of spiritual excellence described by the 
late Lady Powerscourt, and who, I believe, as 
nearly came up to the mark in her own lovely 
person as was possible for any ol \)t\fe q&&&xsx^ ^ 
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men ; but, assuredly, all who claim to belong to the 
Bride of Christ ought to be unceasingly aiming at 
this standard, however high it may be considered 
by the ordinary run of Christians. ' Not one who 
looks upfront earth to heaven, but one who looks down 
from heaven on earth] was her own characteristic 
definition of what a believer's condition and standing 
should be, even in this troublous world ; and happy 
would it be if we did but more realise that 'fullness 
of joy' of which David speaks, and which St. Paul 
declares, ' Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him;' though he .adds, 'God hath revealed 
them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God ' (i Cor. ii. 

It is generally supposed that this is a quotation 
of St. Paul from Isa. Ikiv. 4, but there are critical 
reasons, into which it is riot necessary to enter here, for 
assuring us that it is not so ; and there is satisfactory 
evidence that the words in question formed a portion 
of the prayer composed by his fellow-apostle, St 
James (the germ of the Liturgy bearing his name), 
which reads as follows : — ' Beseeching Thee that 
Thou wouldst not deal with us after our sins, nor 
reward us according to our iniquities, but according 
to Thy gentleness and measureless love, passing 
over and blotting out the laatvdwivlm^ ^axasfc. us 
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Thy supplicants, Thou wouldst bestow on us Thy 
heavenly and eternal gifts which* eye hath not 
-seen, &c 

What can be more precious to those who have in 
any measure fathomed * the deep things of God ' 
than 'that blessed hope,' as St. Paul calls it, that at 
Christ's Premillennial Advent all the ' Church of the 
Firstborn ' shall be gathered into the Bridegroom's 
garner, partaking of His Divine nature, sharing His 
holy dominion, and wearing His righteous crown, 
and shall shed all the light and love of heaven upon 
the sojourners of this lower world ? for the hope of 
the millennial reign has a fullness, and breadth, and 
grandeur about it, which no words can express and 
which no language can adequately describe. Be- 
lievers in this marvellous and most precious doc- 
trine may be said to be united by a threefold cord, 
two wreaths of which are common to other men, 
but the third is the strongest, and is theirs pecu- 
liarly. Their bodies are derived from the same 
man — the fallen Adam, and their souls have been 
created by the same God ; but their new and 
hidden life in Christ, by which they are more en- 
tirely brethren, is that happy relationship to- our 
once crucified but now ascended Head, the Sun of 
Righteousness, who will speedily appear as the 

* It should be noted that the relative 'which,' requiring 
necessarily an antecedent, occurs in the original c£ S>L ^«s»S^ 
though not rendered in our Eng\vs\\. \emoxL. 
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Bridegroom coming out of His chamber, in accord- 
ance with the promise contained in Holy Writ: 'As 
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall 
thy God rejoice over thee* (Isa. lxii. 5). 

Let us now take a brief review of the events 
connected with the future of the Bride of Christ 
and the order of their occurrence, as far as we are 
able to discern them by an appeal to the sole 
source of wisdom in God's revealed Word. In 
speaking thus, far be it from me to assume any- 
thing approaching dogmatism, in the interpretation 
of God's Word, as we should never forget that 
there are many of the ' saints ' in the present day 
who have as ardent a desire as any to be guided 
solely by Scripture, but who are unable to see the 
glorious promises respecting the personal reign of 
Christ with His Bride during the millennial period. 
I apprehend, however, that it is now as it was 
during the second century, when Justin Martyr 
flourished, viz. that those ' who belong to the pure 
faith, and are orthodox Christians on all points] 
are permitted by faith to see more clearly than 
others the glory which is yet to be revealed con- 
nected with the Bride of Christ. Speaking, there- 
fore, with becoming Christian humility, and without 
the slightest desire to dictate to believers who 
cannot receive this doctrine, I venture to think that 
Scripture authorises our belief in the following 
order of events, which are to succe^ fca.cta ot\vet in 
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connexion with our Lord's return to claim His 
Bride : — 

1. The Descent of Christ into the air to 
call His Bride. 

2. The Ascent of the Bride to meet her 
Lord. 

3. The War in Heaven. 

4. Satan on earth for a little while. 

5. The gathering of the nations against 
Jerusalem. 

6. The Advent of Christ with His Bride 
to the earth. 

7. The Millennial Reign. 

It would require too much time to adduce all 
the proof which Scripture affords in support of 
these conclusions. It may be, however, well to 
notice briefly some of the passages in Holy Writ 
which appear to warrant this interpretation of the 
Divine Word. Believing it to be a sound canon 
of the ' judicious ' Hooker for the right under- 
standing of Scripture, especially the prophetical 
portions of it, that where the literal construction 
will stand the farthest from, it is generally the 
worst, I would notice, — 

1st, The Descent of Christ into the air to 
call His Bride. 

It appears from Heb. i. 3, and viii. 1, that 
after Christ's ascension ' He sat down at the ri^ht 
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hand of the Majesty on high/ With the exception 
of the beautiful incident connected with the death 
of Stephen, who, * being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God' (Acts, vii. 55), as if He had risen to 
receive with honour the protomartyr of the Christian 
Church, Christ hath been seated on the right hand 
of His Father's throne ever since. 

2nd. But this place He must leave in order to 
enter upon the millennial reign, which will last until 
' He delivers up the kingdom to His Father, in 
order that God may be all in all;' for we learn 
from 1 Thess. iv. that when the first resur- 
rection and the rapture of the Church take place, 
the meeting of Christ and His Bride will be in the 
air : for it is written, ' The dead in Christ shall rise 
first : then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air ; and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord' (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17). 

3rd. 'The war in heaven,' spoken of in the 12th 
chapter of Revelation, appears to be the conse- 
quence of the Lord meeting His Bride in that 
locality of which Satan is said to be the present 
supreme ruler; as St. Paul terms him in writing to 
the Ephesians, ' the prince of the power of the air.' 
And in that same epistle (vi. 12) the. Apostle 
speaks of the wicked spirits occvt^ycv^ a. portion of 
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heaven, for the well-known phrase, ' spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places,' is generally understood to 
denote sin amongst the mighty of the earth ; whereas 
the literal rendering of ' wicked spirits in the heaven- 
lies ' evidently points to the description of the war 
which the prince of the power of the air will wage 
against Christ, when He calls His Bride to meet 
Him in the air; as it is written, ' There was war in 
heaven ; Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon ; and the dragon fought and his angels, 
and prevailed not ; neither was their place found 
any more in heaven. And the great dragon was 
cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world : he was 
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him ' (Rev. xii. 7-9). 

Bearing in mind that the name Michael sig- 
nifies 'like unto God/ we may conclude that it 
can denote none other than the Saviour of His 
people, who are here described as ' His angels/ or 
followers, just as the wicked spirits in the heavenlies 
are described as the angels or followers of Satan. 
And it is ' with His mighty angels,' or the Bride, 
that 'the Lord Jesus Christ will be revealed from 
heaven . . . when He shall come to be glorified in 
His saints ' (just as the sun is reflected in a mirror), 
'and to be admired in all them that believe (because 
our testimony among you was believed) in that day ' 
(2 Thess. i. 7-10). Of that da^ $A.. ^axik^^&^xfc. 
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another epistle when he says, ' I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us. For the earnest expectation of the creature 
waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God ' 
(Rom. viii. 18, 19). 

4th. The result of the war in heaven 4 is the 
casting down of Satan to earth/ where I believe he 
will exercise his power in a way of which neither 
those nominal Christians who admit his existence, 
nor those who boldly deny it according to the 
current infidelity of the present day, have the 
slightest conception. This power will be felt and 
seen when the coming judgment is more fully 
poured out on the Roman earth,* where the spirit 

* It is a remarkable fact, which I do not think prophetic 
students have sufficiently attended to, that (in the image of 
which Nebuchadnezzar dreamed, and which Daniel inter- 
preted, the two legs denote the fourth or Roman Empire in 
its divided state ; in which state it will remain until Christ's 
millennial kingdom is established, which 'shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms ;' i.e. the Babylonian, 
Persian, Grecian, and Roman Empires) the two capitals of 
Rome and Constantinople are both built upon seven hills ; 
and if the nominal Christianity of the one contains all the 
characteristic marks of the predicted apostasy, the religion of 
the other is essentially that of the false 'prophet,' which, 
though sent as a judgment upon idolatrous Christians, is no 
less opposed to the truth of God. Moreover, as the power 
of the Papacy may be said to have continued for the space of 
1260 years, from A.D. 610 to 1870, when its temporal power 
happily came to an end ; so we may expect that the power 



The Bride of Christ 43 

of Antichrist has been reigning for these many 
centuries, whether under the form of Popery, or 
Mohammedanism, or nominal Christianity ; for it is 
said that the three unclean spirits like frogs pro- 
ceeding from the dragon, the beast, and the false 
prophet, are ' the spirits of devils, working miracles, 
which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and 
of the whole world, to gather them to the battle 
(Armageddon) of that great day of God Almighty ' 

of the Sultan of Turkey will come to an end in the course of 
a very few years : for by counting from the Hegira (the era of 
the Mohammedans, = A. D. 622^, the same predicted period of 
1260 years will bring us to 1882, when a similar judgment 
may be poured out on Constantinople Tike that which has 
already taken place at Rome- Moreover, it is a well-known 
historical fact, that the head of the Latin Church, the Sove- 
reign of Rome for nearly thirteen centuries, and the head of 
the Mohammedan religion, the Sultan of Turkey, have each 
borne the title of 'Vicegerent of God,' but which, in the 
estimation of every one who knows ' the truth as it is in 
Jesus,' can only be understood as bearing the meaning of 
' Antichrist ;' which word may be equally applied to one who 
opposes Christ as well as to one who assumes to stand in the 
place of Christ as ' the Vicar of Christ,' and who therefore 
fulfils the awful prophecy respecting ' that man of sin, the 
son of perdition, who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God ; so that he as God sitteth in the temple 
of God, showing himself that he is God' (2 Thess. ii. 3, 4). 
If this prophecy is not to be understood as applying to the 
Pope or Bishop of Rome as head of the Papal Church, and 
the predicted Apostasy of professing Christians, it is perfectly 
useless to attempt to convince a Jew of the Messiahship of 
Jesus Christ from the prophecies of the Old Testament re- 
specting- the promised Shiloh. 
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(Rev. xvi. 13-16). Hence we read of the terrible 
warning to those whose lot will not be with the 
Bride of Christ when the war in the heavenlies has 
terminated, and the devil is personally present on 
this earth, where he has thrice appeared before — to 
Adam and Eve in Paradise, to Job in his affliction, 
and to Christ in the wilderness — though never 
absent in spirit from the hearts of all mankind, who 
have inherited the taint of our first parents' trans- 
gression. Hence the awful cry, 'Woe to the in- 
habiters of the earth and of the sea ! for the devil 
is come down unto you, having great wrath, because 
he knoweth that, he hath but a short time ' (Rev. 
xii. 12). 

The work of Satan on earth, where he ' knoweth 
he hath but a short time,' will be miraculously and 
energetically exerted in deceiving the nations, and 
in gathering die kings of the earth ' to the battle of 
that great day of God Almighty.' The locality of 
this battle-field will be 'a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon/ and apparently 
points to the time of what is variously called by 
Jeremiah (xxx. 7) 'the great day of Jacob's trouble; 
none like it;' by Daniel (xii. 1), 'a time of trouble such 
as never was since there was a nation ;' by Zechariah 
(xiv. 1), ' the day of the Lord,' when Jehovah 
' cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity' (Isa. xxvii. 21). 
5th. At that time, as v*e acre Xaxx^&X. Vj Ezekiel 
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and other prophets, the gathering of various nations 
will take place against the restored and united 
houses of Israel and Judah, when again settled in 
the land which God gave to Abraham and his seed 
as an everlasting possession. This is minutely 
detailed in chapters xxxvii, xxxviii, xxxix. of the 
prophecy of Ezekiel, where Gog — which evidently 
points to Russia, since the Septuagint version names 
him 'the Prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal,' 
#. e. Russia, Muscovy, and Tobolsk — is described as 
going up to attack Israel, then dwelling in fancied 
security in a ' land of unwalled villages.' And it is 
a remarkable fact in connexion with this prophecy, 
that whereas the weapons of Gog are specified as 
'bows and arrows' (Ezek. xxxix. 3), so it is found 
that of all ' the great powers ' of the earth, as they 
are now called in the language of the day, Russia 
is the only one which retains the use of those prim- 
^ itive weapons of war ;• which affords confirmation 
to the opinion of Russia being the nation spoken of 
under the name of ' Gog ' as making the attack upon 

* Alison, in his History of Europe (chap, lxxxi. § 5), 
when speaking of the battle of Leipsic, fought in October, 
181 3, relates, that some of the Tartars and Baschirs who 
came from the frontiers of China 'were armed with their 
primitive weapons of bows and arrows? And Kinglake, in 
his Invasion of the Crimea (vol. i. Preface, p. viii. ), relates, 
that ' amongst Lord Raglan's papers was found an elaborate 
proposal of an English general for takm^ Sctasto^V ^^5ql 
bows and arrows!' 
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Israel. This appears the time spoken of by Zech- 
ariah (xiv. 2, 3), where it is written — ' I will gather 
all nations against Jerusalem to battle ; and the city 
shall betaken . . . and half of the city shall go forth 
into captivity, and the residue of the people shall 
not be cut off from the city. Then shall Jehovah 
go forth and fight against those nations, as when 
He fought in the day of battle.' Then Judah will 
bitterly repent the crime of her fathers, when they 
shouted before the doubting Pilate that terribly cry, 
the echoes of which have been reverberating 
throughout Christendom for the last eighteen cen- 
turies, ( His blood be upon us and our children !' as 
it is said by the same prophet, ' It shall come to 
pass in that day, I will seek to destroy all the nations 
that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour 
upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications ; 
and they shall look upon Me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for Him as one 
mourneth for an only son ' (chap. xii. 9, 10). 

6th. Then when they, who by their fathers 
once crucified Christ, shall acknowledge Him as 
the long-promised Messiah and deliverer of His 
people Israel, and shall call upon Him in the 
terrors and dangers of the siege, when ' all nations 
are gathered against Jerusalem ;' the same prophet 
Zechariah, who foretells the curse, was inspired like- 
wise to predict the deliverance. * His feet shall 
stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives/ when 
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He will come forth to * fight against those nations, 
as when He fought in the day of battle,' accom- 
panied by His Bride, sharing His triumph and 
wearing His crown of righteousness, preparatory to 
that time when earth shall be restored to that 
pristine state of blessedness which it possessed 
before Adam fell ; for is it not said in language of 
unmistakable plainness, 'The Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with The? (Zech. xiv. 4, 5). 
7th. Thus the Millennial reign of Christ with 
His Bride over a redeemed and altered world is 
ushered in, when these promises will all be literally 
accomplished. The anointed King, Jesus Christ, 
being set l upon my holy hill of Zion,' God the 
Father will bestow upon God the Son * the heathen 
for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for His possession' (Psa. ii. 6-8). 'The 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea ' (Isa. xi. 9) ; or, as 
Habakkuk describes it, ' The earth shall be filled 
by knowing the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea' (ii. 14). And when Jehovah 
makes the promised new covenant with the 
restored and united ' houses of Israel and Judah,' 
when ' I will put my law in their inward parts and 
write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and 
they shall be my people,' then ' shall they all know 
me, from the least unto the greatest of therein saith 
Jehovah : for I will foTgwfcXhdx \xv\c^q toA^S^ 
remember their sin no mor^ ij«. -xaoCv y > ^V V^ 
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The characteristic signs of the millennial reign 
may be summarily described as follows : — 

(a.) Death is not entirely abolished, nor will be, 
until the eternal state described in the last two 
chapters of Revelation, when 'the first heaven 
and the first earth' have passed away, and there 
is 'no more sea.' Then there will be 'no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain : for the former things 
are passed away* (xxi. 1, 4). 

(b.) But life, we may conclude, will be prolonged 
to the same extent that it was with the patriarchs 
previous to the Flood. Infidelity has endeavoured 
to ridicule the idea that Adam could have reached 
the age of 930 years (Gen. v. 5), asserting with 
confidence that it must mean a period, and not 
the life and age of a single man; boasting in its 
pride of intellect that, as men do not attain that 
age now, they never could have done so before; 
discarding, in the depth of their ignorance, the 
argument of the great Apostle to the Gentiles — 
' What if some did not believe ? Shall their un- 
belief make the faith of God without effect ? God 
forbid : yea, let God be true, but every man a liar* 
(Rom. iii. 3, 4). But every believer in the rafalE* 
bility of God's word, and in the holiness of Him 
who is the essence of truth itself, is not only well 
assured that the antediluvian patriarchs attained 
the age they axe lepiessxvteA to \*aNS. tasu&t but 



The Bride of Christ 49 

that in the time of the Millennium there will be a 
return to the same duration of life in man, for in- 
spiration distinctly declares, ' There shall be no 
more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that 
hath not filled his days : for the child shall die an 
hundred years old ; but the sinner being an 
hundred years old shall be accursed ' (Isa. lxv. 20). 
(c.) As life will be prolonged during the Millen- 
nium, so the nature of the wild animals shall 
undergo a certain change in their nature, returning 
to that state which we may suppose existed in 
Paradise, when ' God brought every beast of the 
field to Adam to see what he would call them : 
and whatsoever Adam called every living creature 
that was the name thereof (Gen. ii. 19). The 
language of the Evangelical Prophet, as Isaiah 
has been appropriately termed, is especially clear 
on this subject. Speaking of the time when ' the 
man of sin ' (compare Isa. xi. 4, ' the wicked one/ 
with St Paul's ' that Wicked,' in 2 Thess. ii. 8) shall 
be slain," and ' the meek of the earth ' have entered 
upon the possession of the promised kingdom in 
conjunction with their Lord, then says the prophet 
(chap. xi. 6-12), 'The wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid ; and the calf and the young lion and the fat- 
ling together; and a little child shall lead them. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their youti^ 
ones shall lie down together: and t\v^\\oxi ^\s& ^x 
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straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall 
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain. 
. . . And in that day the Lord shall set His hand 
again the second time to recover the remnant of 
His people . . . assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
and gather together the dispersed of Judah from 
the four corners of the earth. '* 

(d.) When the l^ord cometh with His Bride on 
behalf of His ancient people, Israel and Judah 
united, then in the straitness of the siege, and 
'His feet stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives/ the physical features of the land of 
promise will undergo a great change, as is de- 
scribed by the prophet Zechariah : ' The mount 
of Olives shall cleave in the midst toward the 
east and toward the west, and there shall be a 

* It is far too large a question to attempt to enter upon 
here ; but I gladly take the opportunity of saying that I 
believe no one can understand the prophecies relating to 
God's ancient people without seeing the distinction so care- 
fully marked out in Scripture between ' the outcasts of 
Israel ' and ' the dispersed of Judah. ' One was to become 
' a strong nation ' amongst the kingdoms of the earth ; the 
other was ' not to be reckoned among the nations ' previous 
to their restoration and union, so fully described in the 
37th chapter of Ezekiel. This grand difference can only be 
explained by Judah having committed the appalling crime of 
crucifying the Lord of Glory, from which terrible sin the 
ten tribes of the house of IsraeV -wex^ cssgk^ 
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very great valley; and half of the mountain shall 
remove toward the north, and half of it toward the 
south. ... In that day living waters shall go out 
from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former 
sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea : in 
summer and in winter shall it be. . . . All the 
land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to 
Rimmon, south of Jerusalem; and it shall be 
lifted up and inhabited in her place, from Ben- 
jamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto 
the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel 
unto the king's winepresses. And men shall 
dwell in it, and Jerusalem shall be safely in- 
habited ' (xiv. 4-1 1). 

(e.) The mention of 'living waters' going forth 
from Jerusalem may remind us of our Lord's first 
interview with the Apostles after His resurrection, 
when He told them that 'repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should be preached in His name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem ' (Luke, 
xxiv. 47). It serves likewise to prove, what I 
think other Scriptures make very clear, that the 
world can never be converted until Israel and 
Judah are restored to the land of their fathers, 
and they are made the willing and successful 
instruments in God's hand for that important 
purpose. All that we are warranted in expecting 
in this dispensation is, as St. Peter declared at 
the Council of Jerusalem, tYvaX. c Q*<A *X "^ ^^- 
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did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people 
for His name' (Acts, xv. 14), and that 'this gospel 
of the kingdom should be preached in all the 
world, for a witness unto all nations ; and then 
shall the end (of the age) come' (Matt. xxiv. 14). 
For what has been the result of Gentile mis- 
sionary effort amongst all the nations of the earth 
during the nearly nineteen centuries which have 
elapsed since the Holy Ghost was poured out on 
the day of Pentecost? Assuming the population 
of the world at this present time to amount to 
about fourteen hundred million souls, not one 
fourth, by the most liberal computation, can be 
said to have heard of that only 'Name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved.' And of that number, alas! how painfully 
small appears to be the number of those who have 
accepted Christ as their ' Husband, Prophet, Priest, 
and King/ according to His own solemn words, 
1 By their fruits ye shall know men ' (Matt vii. 20). 
Yet the time was when a converted Jew once 
preached a sermon at Jerusalem, and the result 
was, ' They that gladly received his (Peter's) word 
were baptized : and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls' (Acts, ii. 41). 
May we not therefore suppose that, when Peter's 
nation are brought to acknowledge Christ as their 
Messiah, the prophecy which speaks of ' the earth 
bringing forth in one day, ai\4 a x^\o\i\^\ss%bQTn 
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at once ' (Isa. lxvi. 8), shall be literally and fully 
accomplished, both as regards themselves and, 
possibly, other nations as well ? For does not St. 
Paul argue the question on this wise ? ' If the fall 
of Israel be the riches of the world, how much 
more their fullness ? If the casting away of God's 
people be the reconciling of the world, what shall 
the receiving of them be but life from the dead ? 
... I would not, brethren, that ye should be 
ignorant of this mystery, that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles 
be come in' (Rom. xi. 12-25). With such teach- 
ing of the Word of God we are not warranted in 
expecting any great adhesion to the 'glorious 
Church without a wrinkle' during this present 
dispensation, until Israel restored and converted 
becomes the acknowledged instrument of blessing 
to the Gentile nations of the earth. 

(/) The Millennial Temple described in the 
closing chapters of Ezekiel's prophecy will be the 
grand proof, visible to all the world, that God's 
ancient people of the race of Abraham, who are 
even now still beloved for the fathers' sakes, will 
be again restored to His favour, and Jerusalem 
shall again be called 'The perfection of beauty, 
The joy of the whole earth' (Ps. xlviiL 12; l. 2). 
Now Ezekiel, who was appointed to be 'a sign 
unto the house of Israel' (xii. 6), at the com- 
mencement of his prophecy, gross *.ns.v$ ^SrsJssm^ 
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description of the departure of the glory of the 
God of Israel from the favoured city of Zion, 
where it had so long been known and seen. 
When 'the Spirit lifted me/ says the prophet, at 
the time when the King of Babylon was carrying 
guilty Judah to the predicted seventy years* captivity, 
he continues, ' The Spirit lifted me up between the 
earth and the heaven, and brought me in the visions 
of God to Jerusalem ; and behold, the glory of the 
God of Israel was there. . . . And lo, a likeness 
as the appearance of fire put forth the form of an 
hand, and brought me into the inner court of the 
Lord's house, and behold, at the door of the 
temple of the Lord, between the porch and the 
altar, were about twenty-five men, with their backs 
toward the temple of the Lord and their faces 
toward the east. Then He said unto me, Hast 
thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light 
thing to the house of Judah that they commit 
the abominations which they commit here? . . . 
Therefore will I deal in fury : mine eye shall not 
spare, neither will I have pity. . . . And behold, 
the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from 
the cherub, whereupon He was, to the threshold 
of the house. . . . Then the glory of Jehovah 
departed from off the threshold of the house, and 
stood over the cherubims. . . . And the glory of 
Jehovah went up from the midst of the city, and 
stood upon the mountain vrtvvcYi \s quVSca, sast side 
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of the city. So the vision I had seen went up from 
me ' (Ezek. chaps, viii. and xi.). 

At the close of his prophecy Ezekiel details 
with the same minuteness the return of the glory 
of Jehovah to Jerusalem, when a literal temple 
will be again rebuilt according to the plan laid 
down, in which spiritual sacrifices will be offered 
during the Millennium to the greater ' David their 
Prince/ when ' the sanctuary of Jehovah shall be 
in the midst thereof/ and 'this land shall be 
divided according to the tribes of Israel/ For 
thus the prophet speaks (chaps. xl.-xliv.): 'In the 
twenty-fifth year of our captivity God brought me 
in vision into the land of Israel, and set me upon 
a very high mountain.. Afterward He brought me 
to the gate that looketh toward the east : and 
behold, the glory of Jehovah came from the way 
of the east : and His voice was like the noise of 
many waters : and the earth shined with His glory. 
And the glory was like to the appearance in the 
vision when I came to prophesy that the* city 
would be destroyed. Now the glory of Jehovah 
came into the house (or Millennial Temple) by the 
way of the gate whose prospect is towards the 
east. So the Spirit took me up and brought me 
into the inner court; and behold, the glory of 
Jehovah filled the temple, and I fell upon my 
face/ — overcome, as we must conclude, with the 
sight of that exceeding and ttema.1 \*s.v^x. s& ^ssc^ 
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which will be the assured inheritance of the Bride 
of Christ when He comes to reign with her over a 
renewed and happy world. 

(g.) Finally, one most important characteristic 
sign of the millennial reign will be its perfect 
justice. ' Behold/ says Isaiah, 'a king shall reign 
in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judg- 
ment* (xxxii. 1); as the holy Psalmist, three cen- 
turies earlier, had taught, 'Justice and judgment 
are the habitation of Thy throne : mercy and truth 
go before Thy face* (Ps. lxxxix. 14). We live now 
at a time and in a country, under the rule of a 
gracious and gentle Sovereign Lady, where the 
principles of justice have probably been carried 
to a state more approaching perfection than has 
been ever achieved by any people before — far in 
advance of those unhappy times, though later than 
the glorious Reformation of the sixteenth century, 
when this country was ruled by the Tudors and 
Stuarts. Nevertheless, it must necessarily fall very 
far short of that glorious millennial period when 
Christ with His Bride shall reign over this earth, 
which once saw Him in His humiliation, but 
which shall yet see Him in His glory — when 
'mercy and truth shall meet together, righteous- 
ness and peace shall kiss each other' (Ps. lxxxv. lo)-; 
though even there hypocrisy will continue to exist 
in some shape or other, as the Psalmist says in 
speaking of this period". i Roy* tem\>\& axt Thou 
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in Thy works ! through the greatness of Thy power 
shall Thine enemies yield feigned obedience unto 
Thee. All the earth shall worship Thee and sing 
unto Thy name ' (Ps. lxvi. 3,4). We may conclude 
that these millennial hypocrites form the nucleus 
of that host who are described in Revelation as 
the subjects of Satan's successful temptation; as 
it is written concerning post-millennial times, 
'When the thousand years are expired Satan shall 
be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to 
deceive the nations which are in the four quarters 
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them to- 
gether to battle : the number of whom is as the 
sand of the sea' (xx. 7, 8). 

Bearing in mind these characteristic marks of 
the millennial reign of Christ with His Bride over 
a renewed earth, as well as the striking 'signs of 
the times ' pertaining to Rome, Constantinople, and 
Jerusalem, so patent to all the world in the present 
day, I would fain ask my readers to consider, with 
all the awful solemnity which the subject warrants, 
and in the language which St. Peter uses when 
declaring that the ' day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night' (so few, apparently, are those 
who can be said to be watching for it), 'What 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy con- 
versation and godliness, looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God?' (2 Ep. iii. n.) 

Here let me adduce the teaUtcvowj <& \^^ 
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eminent saints of ancient and modern times, who 
have left on record their feelings and their hopes 
in reference to this most precious truth. How 
well did the heavenly-minded Augustine in the 
fourth century express himself when expatiating 
on the joys which await the Bride, the Lamb's 
Wife, at the next advent of her adorable Lord! 

* O merciful Jesus, most mighty King of Glory, 
who hast ascended on high, draw me up to Thee, 
that by Thy powerful guidance, and more than 
magnetic force, I may run after Thee and not faint. 
Draw this thirsty soul to the rivers of eternal 
pleasure, to the fountain of living water, that I 
may drink my fill and be satisfied with Thy like- 
ness. O suffer me to drink of Thy pleasures, and 
thus to hasten the day of Thy appearing; the day 
which Thou hast made that Thy servants may 
rejoice and be glad; the mora without a cloud, 
whose sun never declines, in which I shall hear 
that most transporting sentence, "Enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord" 7 

Or to refer to another portion of his Confessions, 
when he records his last interview with his beloved 
and saintly mother, Monica, as they sat side by 
side one memorable summer day, a.d. 387, gazing 
from a garden window at Ostia upon the blue 
waves of the Mediterranean Sea, and conversing 
together upon those future pleasures which God 
hath prepared for them that \o\£ H\m,> and that 
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'rest (literally, a keeping of the millennial Sab- 
bath) which remaineth to the people of God.' Let 
us attend for a few moments to his affecting 
narrative : — 

'Forgetting the past, and looking only toward 
the future, we asked ourselves, as if in the 
presence of Him who is the Truth, what the 
future life of the saints will be ? And we opened 
longingly the mouths of our hearts to receive the 
celestial overflowing of Thy fountain of life, in 
order that, being bedewed with it, we might medi- 
tate carefully upon this solemn subject. And 
when our discourse had reached the point that 
no bodily pleasures, however great, durst for a 
moment be named with the life that is to be, 
much less compared with it, we mounted upward 
in ardent longings, and wandered step by step 
through all the heavens. And we rose yet higher 
in inward thought, discourse, and admiration of 
Thy wonderful works ; and we rose in spirit above 
these also, in order to reach yon sphere of in- 
exhaustible fullness, where Thou dost feed Thy 
spiritual Israel to all eternity upon the pastures of 
immutable truth. . . . 

* Whilst we were talking and longing we touched 
the subject gently in full rapture of heart, and thus 
resumed our discourse : If the tumult of the flesh 
were silent, and the soul, transcending its own 
thoughts, were silent *, if dieaxas, axA. \ks. \s^^ar 
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tions of fancy, and every language, and every sign, 
were silent ; and if God, the Creator of all, should 
speak, not by them, but without anything coming 
between, so that we heard His own word, as when 
He spake at the baptism of His Son — not through 
a tongue of flesh, nor the voice of an angel, nor 
the noise of thunder, nor the dark outlines of a 
similitude — but from Him Himself, whom we love 
in them, and whom without them we heard as we 
now mounted, and with the rapid flight of thought 
touched the eternal Truth that lies beyond them 
all ; if this contemplation should continue, and no 
other foreign visions mingle with it; and if this 
alone should absorb its beholder in more inward 
joys, and that such a life as the one of which 
we have had a momentary taste were to last for 
ever, would not then the saying of our Saviour 
be fulfilled, "Enter thou into the joy of Thy 
LordV" 

And so I would ask attention to what the saintly 
Baxter wrote on a similar subject more than twelve 
centuries after the time of Augustine : — 

'Would it not rejoice your hearts if you were 
sure to live to see the coming of the Lord, and 
His glorious appearing, and retinue ? If you were 
not to die, but to be caught up thus to meet the 
Lord, would you be averse to this ? Would it not 
be the greatest joy that you could desire ? For 
my own part I must confess \taaX teaXk, *& death, 
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appeareth to me as an enemy, and my nature doth 
abhor and fear it ; but the thoughts of the coming 
of the Lord are most sweet and joyful to me, so 
that if I were but sure that I should live to see it, 
and that the trumpet should sound, and the dead 
should rise, and the Lord appear, before the period 
of my age, it would be the joyfullest tidings to me 
in the world.' 

Observe the grounds on which Baxter desired to 
rest his own hopes of personal happiness respecting 
a proper understanding of the doctrine of the 
Premillennial Advent. He learnt from St. Paul 
that there would be a portion of the Bride, and he 
fondly hoped to be personally of that number, who 
would escape, as was the case with Enoch and 
Elijah, the penalty due to Adam's sin — that which 
Bildad the Shuhite truly terms 'the king of terrors' 
(Job, xviii. 14), as it is more or less to all, and 
especially to those who are not ready to go in to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. It is true, as was 
said by one of old, that death ends not the life of 
Christians, only their sins ; for ' there is now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus ' 
(Rom. viii. 1) ; but there is something from which 
we naturally shrink connected with the subject of 
death, so often attended with agony, and always 
with woe. We recoil at the cold grave, the struggle 
with our last enemy, the separation from loved ones 
left behind, the thought of becomv^ focA to* ^s. 
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worms ; all these are subjects naturally repulsive to 
our holiest feelings. Whereas the thought of being 
' alive ' and remaining on earth up to the time when 
Christ will call His Bride to meet Him in the air, 
must be to those who are longing for it, as Baxter 
expressed it, the most joyful idea that can be con- 
ceived in this world of sorrow and sin. 

But it never should be forgotten that they who 
would find their heaven with Christ hereafter must 
have their life 'hidden* with Christ even here. 
The true secret of living well on earth is to stand 
aloof from the world, which is just as injurious to 
the soul now as it was eighteen centuries ago, when 
St. John wrote, 'Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. For if any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him ' 
(i Ep. ii. 15). If we are in possession of this 
secret of living well on earth — if we realise the 
meaning of the Psalmist's words, 'Tne secret of 
Jehovah is with them that fear Him,' we shall seek 
to live in constant anticipation of heaven. Baxter 
is said by his biographer to have talked about 
heaven in his sermons like one who had been there, 
and was come as a sort of express from thence to 
make a report concerning it What, therefore, we 
are to be in heaven we must be on earth. This is 
a test that cannot be mistaken or evaded. We are 
saved that we may for eternity serve God ; salva- 
tion itself would be misery, \i unaccompanied by a 
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love for that service. Every unrenewed spirit, as 
it stands before the gates of pearl described in 
Revelation,* will be constrained to turn away with 
the conviction, 'This is no place for me!' It is 
essential to our admittance into heaven that we 
should possess the faculties necessary for its enjoy- 
ment, and which we have solely in the righteous- 
ness of Christ, 'imputed to all who believe on Him 
that raised Jesus from the dead' (Rom. iv. 24), 
and the indwelling of that Holy Spirit which 
'beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God.' Heaven must in some sense be 
begun below in all who shall enjoy its perfection 
above ; for it is a prepared place for a prepared 
people — a holy place for a holy people. There 
dwelleth the Holy Triune Jehovah — holy angels 
surround the throne — holiness is stamped upon all. 
And just as a blind mind understands not colours, 
or as a deaf man cannot appreciate sounds — no 
more could any unconverted and unsanctified man 
enjoy the company of the blessed in heaven ; for 
the language of Scripture speaks with unmistakable 
plainness when it says, ' There shall in. no wise 
enter into it anything that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie : but 
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life ' 
(Rev. xxi. 27). 

* ' The twelve gates were twelve peaxW — Rev. «u iy. 



a. 
i 
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I believe it is the faint reception and assurance 
of the doctrine of the first Resurrection, and of the 
Premillennial Advent, by so many of the professed 
disciples of Christ, which makes them regard death 
as ' the king of terrors/ We read in ancient story 
of a youth who was so moved by reading Plato's 
discourse on * the Immortality of the Soul ' that he 
threw himself into the sea in order to obtain the 
desire of his heart, and to be wafted at once into 
eternity; but if a heathen without a revelation from 
on high could be so transported at the expectation 
of the coming joy, how far more ought not we, who 
possess His Word, which is * able to make us wise 
unto salvation/ to realise that hidden life which 
is treasured up in Christ Jesus ! If we are recon- 
ciled to the Father by the blood of His beloved 
Son ; if our walk be with God by means of the con- 
tinual operation of the Holy Ghost on our souls ; 
if we be indeed, as St. Paul terms it, ' risen with 
Christ, and our life be hid with Christ in God ;' if 
we seek to honour God in our words and works, 
and to ' bring into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ ' (2 Cor. x. 5) ; then shall we 
be the better able to view death as a sweet sleeping 
in Jesus, and as going home to be for ever with the 
Lord, and to say with the Apostle of old, ' I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He 
is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
Him against that day . . . when, faere \s laid up for 
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me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love His 
appearing' (2 Tim. i. 12; iv. 8). It is the carry- 
ing into daily action this vital principle which 
cheers us in our toil through life, enlightens our 
homes with a gleam from above, smooths our pillow 
in sickness, and in the trying hour of passing 
through the valley sings hymns to the departing 
soul, and leads it gently home to happiness and 
God. Can such be said even to die ? Yea, is it 
not true of such, who are said to * sleep in Jesus,' 
that they have God for their Father, who is their 
* refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms ' 
(Deut. xxxiii. 27) ; Christ Jesus for their Almighty 
Saviour; and the Holy Ghost for their eternal 
Comforter? who can say with truth, not only in the 
language of the Psalmist, ' Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil : for Thou art with me ; Thy rod and 
Thy staff they comfort me' (Ps. xxiii. 4); but also, 
when looking by faith to the Canaan beyond, can 
say with him, 'As for me, I will behold Thy face in 
righteousness ; I shall be satisfied when I awake 
from the sleep of the grave with Thy likeness:' for 
though we may truly say with the beloved disciple 
in child-like, humble faith, ' Now are we the sons 
of God/ we may also add with him, ' it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be : but we kwo^ \feax > 
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when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ; for 
we shall see Him as He is ' (i John, iii. 2). 

Beloved believers in the doctrine of the Pre* 
millennial Advent of our adorable Lord, let us 
daily console ourselves with this assurance, for 
which we have the warrant in the infallible Word of 
Truth, that it is but ' a little while/ and we shall 
see with our eyes what we now believe, and hope* 
and long for. * The day of the Lord will come as 
a thief in the night ;' it behoves it, therefore, to be 
by our faith ' hourly ' looking for it, and by our lift 
'hastening' the event when the Bridegroom cometh 
to call His Bride home. We ought to be ever as 
it were on the edge of the nest, pluming our wings 
for the flight. Like the mother of Sisera, we should 
be listening for the sound of His chariot-wheels. 
Oh, that we did but make our daily calculations 
and prepare accordingly, in the spirit of the great 
Apostle, when he said, ' I reckon that the suffer- 
ings of this present time are not worthy to be con> 
pared with the glory that shall be revealed in us* 
(Rom. viii. 18). Here we are called upon to suffer: 
*— we groan — we weep — we mourn over loved ones 
taken from us — even though with the felt assurance 
that they are 

1 Not lost, but gone before / 

even as our Master, in the depths of His human 
sympathy, wept over the grave of Lazarus. But 
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what are all these things when Christ is at hand ? 
What are the sufferings of the most painful nature 
but blessings in disguise ? Happy would it be if 
we did but more fully enter into the spirit of the 
saintly Leighton's words, viz. 'read, and write, 
and pray, and eat, and drink, and compose oneself 
to sleep, as with the thought soon to be in heaven, 
and that for ever and ever.' 

To revert again to the subject of a saint's de- 
parture. Why is it, when called upon to witness 
the last moments of an advanced believer, that we 
have sure evidence of death to such being deprived 
of all its terrors ? To quote the testimony of one 
out of many who could speak from heartfelt ex- 
perience of the happiness of a life spent in com- 
munion Trith God, hear what the holy Dr. Payson 
wrote to his sister when lying on his death -bed: 
' The celestial city is full in my view. Its glories 
beam upon me, its breezes fan me, its odours are 
wafted to me, its sound strikes upon my ears, and 
its spirit is breathed into my heart. Nothing sepa- 
rates me from it but the river of death, which now 
appears but as an insignificant rill that may be 
crossed at a single step, whenever God shall give 
permission. The Sun of Righteousness has been 
gradually drawing nearer and nearer, appearing 
larger and brighter as He approaches; and now He 
fills the whole hemisphere, pouring forth a flood 
of glory, in which I seem to float \\tet ^ycss^kx \s^ 
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the beams of the sun; exulting yet almost trem- 
bling, while I gaze on this excessive brightness, 
and wondering, with unutterable wonder, why God 
should deign thus to shine upon a simple worm. , 

What is the secret why men, conscious that the 
cold grave is about to receive them, and that their 
bodies must soon become food for the worms, can 
write in a strain like this ? There can be but one 
answer to such a question as this. It is because 
the dying saint can 

* Lie passive in His arms, 
And know no will but His ;' 

» 

in full assurance that he will be soon ' sleeping in 
Jesus,' with the certainty that after a little while he 
will awake on the morn of the * first resurrection,' 
satisfied with his Saviour's likeness, to enter body 
and soul, the one renewed and the other purified, 
upon that perfect state of bliss and that bright 
path of life described by the Psalmist : * In Thy 
presence is fullness of joy ; at Thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore ' (Ps. xvi. n). 

But it should never be forgotten, that in order to 
attain to such a heavenly state of mind, when the 
silver cord is about to be loosed, and the wheel 
broken at the cistern, and the spirit return to 
God who gave it, there must be during life the 
condition of communion with God. The life of 
every disciple, especially of those who are watching 
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for the coming Bridegroom ' until the day break 
and the shadows flee away* (Canticles, ii. 17), 
should be a silent sermon which all men may read. 
The beauty of a holy life, combined with faith in 
the doctrine of Christ's speedy advent, constitutes 
the most effectual persuasion to vital religion which 
one human being can address to another. There 
are many opportunities of benefiting our fellow- 
creatures, but none so efficacious as this. The 
silent beauty of a holy life, the practical exercise 
of our duty to God and man, speak more elo- 
quently of Him, who is the essence of holiness, 
and whose chief characteristic is ' Love/ than all 
the tongues of men and angels. There is a blessed 
reality in such, which makes men feel and com- 
pels them to tjiink. It carries a weight and influ- 
ence which nothing else can do. It makes religion 
beautiful, and draws men to it like a lighthouse 
seen from afar. We may preach to those who are 
still ' dead in trespasses and sins,' as the Apostles 
did of old, about c Jesus and the resurrection:' 
comparatively few listen, still fewer understand. 
But a holy life is an argument of unspeakable im- 
portance from which none can escape. There is 
an undefined meaning about a holy life by 
which the most ignorant may profit, the most 
learned improve. Some may not be able to com- 
prehend the mysteries contained in the Gos^l o£ 
Christ, but that of a holy Yfe ro& * xass^ «««>&. 
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like our Master's in heaven, especially as shown 
forth by that love which 'beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things' (i Cor. xiii. 7), who can misunderstand? 
For the more fervently we love God, the nearer 
shall we be suffered to approach, and have clearer 
views of Him ; and the nearer we see, the more we 
shall desire still to see Him, and be the more 
transported at the sight 

As an earthly bride must necessarily know more 
of her husband's ldVe than anyone else beside; 
even so, only in a far higher sense, those believers, 
who are watching and longing for the Bridegroom's 
return, and who are thereby, as I have before 
pointed out, hasting that much-desired event, must 
be better able to realise something of the depth of 
that love, which is measureless and unfathomable, 
and which even an inspired writer was constrained 
to declare, * passeth all knowledge.' Love may be 
termed the silken string running through the pearl 
chain of all virtues ; it weaves chains that are both 
stronger than iron and softer than silk. Love is 
greater than faith and hope, inasmuch as it is more 
lasting : for beyond the limit where faith and hope 
end, love still remains. Hence, the more we feel 
the love of the Heavenly Bridegroom in our hearts, 
the more shall we feel set against sin ; and there- 
fore our constant desire should be that this love 
°*ay be shed abroad in out \isax\& V$ >&& \foV} 
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Ghost, in order that we may be * filled with all the 
fullness of God' (Eph. iii. 19). We may die, as 
John Wesley said, without the knowledge of many 
truths, and yet be carried into Abraham's bosom ; 
bat if we die without love, what will knowledge 
avail? Loving Christ makes us one with Him, 
and His love, which is the fruit of the Spirit 
dwelling in the heart, enlarges and dilates it, as 
self-love contracts and straitens it The love of 
Christ in the soul takes the very nails that fastened 
Him to the cross and crucifies the soul to the 
world and sin. Love is as strong as death ; and if 
a famous heathen (Plato) without a revelation from 
God could describe it as a principle which takes 
away one's living in themselves, and transfers it to 
the party loved, we may with greater confidence 
assert that the divine love of Christ doth it in the 
highest and more perfect way. All other graces 
are eclipsed by love, which is verily the soul of 
religion, and is that grace which truly constitutes 
the believing Christian. Love is the queen of the 
graces ; it shines and sparkles in God's eye, as the 
precious stones did on the breastplate of the Jewish 
high priest Hence love may be said to speak 
kindly and to deal tenderly; not to grieve the 
hearts of the living, and to tread softly upon the 
graves of the dead. 

Remembering, then, that 'love \s \kefo\S&^£^ 
the law/ it behoves ali beltevexs, «&&. ws«. ^*~ 
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pecially those whose chief desire of the heart is to 
be ' hourly ' watching for the coming Bridegroom, 
and love the thought of His appearing, when com- 
pelled to differ from those who are treating of con- 
troverted subjects, to prove to the world that such 
differences may exist while the law of love remains 
unbroken ; and thus to show, by way of contrast, 
the superiority of the Christian tie over those 
friendships of the world, * the best of which,' as 
Leighton observes, 'are but tied with chains of 
glass, worthless and brittle, while the fraternal love 
of Christians is a golden chain far more precious, 
and more strong, and as lasting as eternity itself.' 

While, therefore, it must be readily admitted 
that many of God's dear children appear to see 
more of the ' sufferings of Christ ' than of the 
promised ' glory which should follow/ which glory 
was understood by the Primitive Christians to 
mean reigning wkh Christ 'on earth* as His Bride 
for a thousand years,* we must not forget the testi- 
mony we have respecting this doctrine having been 
held by the deepest taught, or, as Justin Martyr 
calls them, ' the more orthodox ' believers, who 

* * The doctrine of the Millennium, or iooo years of Christ 
with the martyrs raised from the dead, was universally re- 
ceived by the Christian Church from the time of the Apostles 
down to the Second Council of Nice, A.D. 325, as appears 
from many testimonies of ancient writers.' — A Prospect of 
jfy/u/y'/y, by Prebendary Broughton of Saxum, 1768. 
'// we except,' wrote the learnt ^ose^a. ^NVs&s^ v, && 
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lived nearest the times of the Apostles. And I 
venture to say with perfect confidence, after the 
experience of many years, and in the spirit of love 
and gentleness after the example of our Divine 
Master towards those that differ, that there is no 
doctrine to be found in Scripture, either so com- 
forting or so practical, as that of unceasing watch- 
fulness for the time when the Lord will come to 
call His Bride to her happy home. 

I have before noticed the * comfort ' which St. 
Paul shows in 1 Thess. iv. 18, is to be derived 
from a right reception of this truth; and the 
practical view of the subject appears no less clearly 
in the words of the last of the prophets of Israel : 
* Then they that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another : and the Lord hearkened and heard it, 
and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon His name.' St. Paul appears to give 
a practical comment upon this last definition of 
believers' habits when he speaks of 'the weapons of 
our warfare ' as being ' mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds ' (whether of the world, 

primary and fundamental articles of our faith, perhaps all 
antiquity does not furnish us with a stronger testimony to the 
truth of any Christian doctrine. What a presumptive argu- 
ment have we here in favour of its being Apostolical, in that 
it was received by all orthodox men at a time so near the 
Apostles, when it is highly credible t\vaX. xknh^ N**xt ^nrsv 
living who heard the doctrine from Vheix ovrcv moraJ&s* 
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the flesh, or the devil), 6 and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ.' But 
Malachi continues : * And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my 
jewels ; and I will spare them, as a man spareth 
his own son that serveth him' (iii. r6, 17). 

The word here translated ' my jewels ' would be 
more exactly rendered after the Hebrew as ' my 
peculiar treasure,' and the sentence might be read 
either as ' in that day when I make up my treasure,' 
or, ' in that day which I shall make peculiar* by the 
events which follow. But whichever way we may 
understand the phrase, it is evidently one of great 
beauty, deep meaning, and spiritual application, as 
understood by those who are assured that they are 
loved with an everlasting love by the Heavenly 
Bridegroom, that they have been chosen by the 
Father before the foundation of the world to be 
holy and without blame — redeemed by the blood 
of His only-begotten Son ; justified by a childlike 
faith on Him who is called * The Lord our Right- 
eousness ;' sanctified by the Holy Ghost, which is 
evidenced by the graces they display and the fruits 
they bear, chiefly in these two ways — by noncon- 
formity to the world and preaching Christ to poor 
sinners, * to the Jew first and also to the Gentile.' 
Hence they are termed ' a peculiar people,' or 
Christ's much-prized l treasure,' when He comes to 
call His loved ones home, to mak^\x^^\^\e^^ 
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and to take His Bride to be ' for ever with the 
Lord/ 

If it be permitted the writer (when considering 
subjects of the deepest, importance for time and 
eternity) to speak of himself, and of the indescrib- 
able happiness which he has experienced when 
meditating upon the subject of The Bride op 
Qhri6t, and the comfort to be derived from a 
right understanding of that most precious truth, 
he would merely say, as a lineal descendant of 
what Scripture terms 'the seed royal' of England, 
as well as heir to what, under other circumstances, 
would have been considered by the world * a large 
fortune,' he can truly thank God that none of these 
things, so highly esteemed among men, have fallen 
to his lot For he cannot but remember that while, 
on the one hand, our Lord hath said, ' Blessed be 
ye poor, for yours is the kingdom of God ;' on the 
other hand, His solemn words are to this effect : 
' Woe unto you that are rich ! for ye have received 
your consolation :' and again, * How hardly shall 
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God !' Ten million times more important and more 
precious to be taught by the Spirit ' the truth as it 
is in Jesus' (Eph. iv. 21); and to have the in- 
ternal witness of the Spirit that we are 'the children 
of God,' and to ' know Him and the power of His 
resurrection,' and to be assured that we axe <tf * *. 
chosen generation, a royal pnesfttfttAt *a^ \*3?} 
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nation, a peculiar people,' than if we had all the 
world at our feet (i Pet. ii. 9). 

I do not think we sufficiently realise the full 
value of this election, this royalty, this holiness, 
this peculiarity, which means, if I am not mistaken, 
something more than the ordinary privileges of 
God's believing people, however great these may 

be, the fruits of which * the saved nations.' will 

• 

eternally enjoy. For it is evident that Scripture 
makes a distinction in the position and character 
of the blessed above, which many Christians over- 
look or fail to perceive. The closing chapters of 
the Book of Revelation describe ' The Bride, the 
Lamb's Wife,' as ' that great city, the holy Jeru- 
salem, descending out of heaven from God, as a 
bride adorned for her husband.' ' In this holy 
city there was no temple ; * for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And 
the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it : for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And 
the nations of them which are saved shall walk in 
the light of it ' (Rev. xxi. 2, 24). 

Although this appears to refer to the eternal and 
not to the millennial state, the context to this 
passage, as set forth in the 20th chapter of Reve- 
lation, speaks with no less distinctness of the 
latter state, and of that only, when all who have 
their lot and 'part in the nist ifc^Tt^cXvatf — u «. 
those who have been previous^ c&vj^&X. \x^ to \assx 
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their Lord in the air, and who return with Him 
when 'the Lord my God shall come and all the 
saints with Thee;' — in other words, when the 
number of the Bride is complete — * They shall 
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with Him a thousand years' (Rev. xx. 6). 

Let us briefly observe the great distinction which 
Scripture makes betwixt Christ coming for His 
Bride and with His Bride, which is too often 
forgotten or misunderstood in the present day. 
It will be sufficient to note the following texts, 
which show as plainly as words can do that the 
former advent is in love and mercy, and the 
latter advent, terrible as it may appear to the 
world, whether Christian or heathen, is in ven- 
geance and judgment. The distinction between 
the two will be best seen by placing them in 
parallel columns thus: — 



Christ coming to the 
Air for His Bride. 

The descent of our Lord 
from heaven, and the rap- 
ture of the dead in Christ 
and those who are alive 
at that moment to meet 
their Lord 'in the air/ 
is minutely detailed in 
i Thess. iv. 16, 17. 



Christ coming to the 
Earth with His Bride. 

* The coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with 
all His saints/ and His 
revelation from heaven 
with the angels of His 
power, * in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them 
that know not God/ is 
decVaxed, \ T\\&<y=». \xv. vv* 
and 1 TYuess. \. T ^ 
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The marriage of the 
Lamb takes place, and 
His wife makes herself 
ready, when caught up to 
meet her Lord in the air, 
according to Rev. xix. 

7-9- 



4 The Son of Man* reaps 
the firstfruits of the har- 
vest when He comes with 
His golden crown and 
sickle to call His Bride 
to meet Him in the air. — 
Rev. xiv. 14-16. 



* The supper t)f the great 
God' takes place when 
' the Word of God ' comes 
to earth with His Bride, 
; to smite the nations, and 
to rule them with a rod of 
iron ; when He treadeth 
the winepress of the wrath 
of Almighty G00V— Re* 
xix, 13-15. 

The vintage of the earth 
takes place when the Loud 
comes with His Bride to 
* gather the vine of the 
earth, and cast it into the 
great winepress of the 
wrath of God.' — Rev. xiv. 



Much more might be said on this subject, but I 
think that the texts already adduced are sufficient 
to prove that such a distinction exists in die 
infallible Word of God, and that it is our duty 
and privilege, by comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual, to endeavour to know the mind of the 
Ix)rd on this subject; for we may say with 
humble confidence and assured hope that 'God 
hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit, for the 
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God.' 
Bearing then in mind the distinction between 
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our Lord's descent into the air to meet His Bribe, 
and His coming with His Bride to revisit this 
earth, no longer as the Man of Sorrows but as 
King of Saints, we may clearly discern from the 
texts in the 1 4th chapter of Revelation the differ- 
ence between the harvest of first-fruits as referring 
to the former, and the vintage of the grapes to the 
latter. The Bride, as the Lamb's wife, is said to 
make herself ready by patient waiting, by ' hourly'' 
watching, and by loving faith, in order to bt 
caught up ; and she accompanies her Lord in her 
bridal array of white garments when He comes 
to earth. The marriage-supper of the Lamb con> 
mences when the Lord has taken up His Bride to 
meet Him in the air, but the supper of the fowls* 
which is called * the supper of the great God,' takes 
place when He has executed judgment upon the 
disobedient on earth. The morning star referred 
to in Rev. ii. 28 and xxii. 16, gladdening the 
hearts of those who are watching its appearing, and 
on whom He will bestow the same glorious title, 
as in earthly things the wife bears the name and 
title and privileges of her. husband-lord ; but He, 
the Heavenly Bridegroom, will come to earth as 
* The Sun of Righteousness/ to awaken and alarm 
a slumbering world. He will descend from His 
throne in the heavens unexpectedly 'as a thief 
(Rev. xvi. 15), taking away those who are looking 
for Him and who love the t\\o\\^vl c& Vas> -s^ 
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pearing, quickly and unobserved ; or, at least, as 
disregarded by the world as His own blessed 
ascension to the right hand of the Majesty on high 
was upwards of eighteen centuries ago. He will 
leave the mere professors, who have gone through 
life satisfied with * a form of godliness ' while totally 
ignorant of, and therefore practically denying, ' the 
power thereof/ and who have alike disregarded 
His threats and promises, to the astonishment of 
the unbelieving world. He will come to the air 
as The Bridegroom to receive His Bride, in 
order that He might * present to Himself a glorious 
Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love.'* He will come to the 
earth accompanied by His Bride, in order to take 
possession of His Father's throne, when the ful- 
filment of the double promise will be accomplished 
— ' We shall reign on the earth,' and ' they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
Him a thousand years;' and when, as the Holy Ghost 
teacheth by the mouth of the prophet Daniel, 
'The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most 
High' (Dan. vii. 27). 

* Eph. i. 4 and v. 27. It is the same word in the original, 
variously rendered by the terms 'blame' and 'blemish;' 
literally, 'without a spot' 
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Seeing, then, that the teaching of the New 
Testament, whether in the words of our Divine 
Master or in the writings of His chosen servants, 
who * spake as they were moved* by the Holy 
Ghost,' is uniform on this doctrine,* viz. that the 
future coming of our Lord to claim His Bride is 
held out as the one great object of hope to the 
faithful ; in order that we may take a practical view 
of the subject we should note the manner in which 
St. Paul, in his Epistle to Titus, connects the 
doctrine of the Second Advent with that of good 
works. After declaring that 'the grace of God 
teacheth us to be continually looking for that 
blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ/ he states that 
the chief object of the first advent was that Christ 
' might purify unto Himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works' (Tit. ii. 13, 14). In a 
similar strain St. John, after assuring us that * when 
Christ shall appear we shall be like Him/ adds 
immediately, * And every one that hath this hope 
in him purifieth himself, even as Christ is pure' 
(1 John, ii. 3). We thus see how zeal in the prac- 
tical discharge of every duty is intimately con- 
nected in the New Testament with a firm belief 

* See Matt. xxiv. 42, 44. Luke, xxi. 36. 1 Cor. i. 4, 7, 8. 
Col. iii. 2-4. 1 Thess i. 9, 10. 2 Tim. iv. 8. Tit. ii. 13, 14. 
Heb. ix. 28. Jam. v. 7, 8. 1 Pet. i. 13. 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12. 
I John, ii. 28, 29; iii. 1-3. Jude, i^, 2.0, i\. 
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in the doctrine of the Premillennial Advent of 
Christ, the heavenly Bridegroom. 

There appears to be a threefold duty connected 
with the practical bearing of this doctrine, ist, 
There is a duty to ourselves individually, to be ever 
waiting, watching, and thereby hasting the advent 
of the coming Bridegroom. There is a duty to 
our brethren^ who will unitedly form the Bride, 
to be ever walking as becometh those who are 
' heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ : if so be 
we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified 
together' (Rom. viiL 17). There is a duty to the 
world around us, to be ever working in the spirit 
of our Lord's final command on earth : ' Go ye 
and teach all nations to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you* (Matt, xxviii. 20). 
Amidst all the cares and sorrows with which we 
are encompassed during our earthly pilgrimage, 
how inexpressibly comforting the thought that in 
the pathway of duty, respecting the Second Advent, 
we are, as St. Peter teaches, actually i hasting the 
coming of the day of God.'* Thus, then, those 

* As I have before mentioned the importance of this ren- 
dering of 2 Pet. iii. 12, by which we are said to hasten the 
coming of Christ by our faithful watching for His return, I 
would mention an instance of a similar use of the term. 
Josephus {Bell. Jud. vi. 4, § 1) says of the Emperor Ves- 
pasian, that ' the Roman people, worn out by their domestic 
calamities, still more earnestly than the Senate hastened his 
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whose hearts have been taught by the Spirit the 
constraining love of Christ, and who have in some 
measure realised what St Peter terms ' the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ , (2 Pet i. 16), 
will earnestly long that others should taste of these 
living streams. Those who experimentally know 
that the only refuge for man is under the cover 
of the one Mediator, will long to stretch forth the 
curtains of so secure an habitation, and to extend 
a covering so ample over sinners of all countries 
and over all climes. In a word, those who desire 
the honour of the Saviour, and who 'love His 
appearing/ will, as far as lies in their power, by 
their faith and works, hasten on that long-wished- 
for day when, according to His promise, all the 
nations of the earth shall be brought under His 
glorious sway; when the powers of darkness shall 
be extinguished and the mighty Spirit of the living 
God shall subdue every heart, shall root out the 
existence of every lurking sin, shall restore the de- 
generacy of man's fallen nature, and shall establish 
a universal empire of righteousness, love, and 
peace, over a renewed and happy world. 

We should not forget, that as all the blessings 
promised the Bride at the coming of the Lord are 
connected with the doctrine of the resurrection of 
the body, it may be well to consider what Scripture 
teaches us concerning its condition when caught up 
to meet the Lord in the air. 4> W^Vwo^J w$* ^x* 
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John (i Ep. ii. 2), 'that when Christ shall appear 
we shall be like Hint, for we shall see Him as He 
is ;' like Him who had sent a promise to His people 
immediately after His being taken from them, to 
comfort them with the assurance that He would 
return in like manner as they had visibly seen Him 
ascend into heaven. Hence we may conclude that 
the condition of the resurrection body will be of 
the same nature as was Christ's after He rose from 
the grave. This may be denned in a few words as 
follows t It will be a spiritual, glorified, heavenly 
body ; fleshly, yet not carnal ; identical, yet without 
imperfection. It will be fleshly, because it is the 
flesh that must rise : but this condition may be dis- 
tinguished from what is carnal, because it will no 
longer be clogged with those impurities which are 
essentially connected with the fall. It will be 
identical, because we shall be able to identify one 
another; yet not in a sense actually the same, 
because here the bodies of all are imperfect, there 
nothing but perfection will be known. As it was 
said of Jesus Christ, that He ' was made like unto 
us in all things except sin/ or, as it has been beau- 
tifully expressed, He always repelled sin, though 
touching it at every point ; so it may be inferred 
that in the resurrection the body will be identical 
in all things save imperfection. If, then, we are 
warranted, m assuming that our bodies in their 
future state will be thus fax ItexrtkaJL, \i\ste are 
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reasonable grounds for concluding from Scripture 
that there will be a mutual recognition of those 
beloved ones of whom we can by faith now say, 

' Not lost, but gone before,' 

in the world to come. 

It is not necessary to adduce the many proofs 
which Scripture affords in support of the doctrine 
of mutual recognition amongst the followers of the 
Lamb when Christ comes to call His Bride. Per- 
haps the strongest ground in favour of such a doc- 
trine is to be found in our Lord's appeal to the 
disciples after He had risen from the dead. St. 
Luke relates, that as they were assembled together 
at Jerusalem on the evening succeeding the resur- 
rection Jesus Himself suddenly appeared and said 
to them, ' Peace be unto you. But they were terri- 
fied and affrighted, and supposed that they had 
seen a spirit. And He said unto them, Why are 
ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your 
hearts ? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself; handle me and see : for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye see me have. And when He 
had thus spoken, He showed them His hands and 
feet* (Luke, xxiv. 36-40). Then, but not till then, 
as we gather from the context, the Apostles recog- 
nised our Lord and were glad. 

So, in relating the solemn events which accom- 
panied the crucifixion and foe Teswa\tc3os«k % ^afc.- 
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thew states that 'the graves were opened, and many 
bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came 
out of the graves after His resurrection, and went 
into the holy city and appeared unto many ' (xxvii. 
52); which assumes that these risen saints with 
their resurrection bodies, when they appeared in 
Jerusalem, were at once recognised by those to 
whom they were known in the days of their flesh. 
Again, in the record of the Transfiguration, Peter's 
immediate recognition of Moses and Elias seemed 
to be as conclusive a proof as can be imagined of 
our knowing each other in a future state. Indeed, 
the selection of these two saints of the old dispensa- 
tion, representatives of the Law and the Prophets* 
who appeared with Christ in the holy mount, seems 
intended to teach us the condition of the entire 
body of the faithful when the number of the Bride 
will be complete at the coming of the Lord. Elijah, 
as having been translated without paying the penalty 
of death, may be understood as a type of those who 
are said to be ' alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord/ Moses may be considered as the repre- 
sentative of those who are said to be * sleeping in 
Jesus,' and who will precede living believers in the 
order of the resurrection, when both are simul- 
taneously caught up to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so to be for ever with Him. Thus there 
appears sufficient evidence in Scripture for believing 
in a. mutual recognition o£ \ove& one&, ^Yk> l\ave 
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gone before us, around the Redeemer's throne at 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

And inasmuch as it is very distinctly promised 
that when this rapture of the Bride is completed, 
and she is with her Lord ' in the air/ wherever He 
is there will she be also. We may assume, there- 
fore, the future abode of the Bride will embrace 
every portion of that glorious universe which is so 
briefly, yet so fully, expressed in the opening sen- 
tence of that Book of Books which contains God's 
revealed will to man — ' In the beginning God made 
the heavens and the earth;' which latter in a purified 
form will be, we may conclude, ih e abode of the blessed 
made perfect in love. There is nothing in such a 
creed inconsistent with the goodness of God, or the 
manifested order of His revelation to man. The 
chariots of flame and the horses of fire which bore 
Elijah from earth and surrounded Elisha in Dothan, 
and the wheels of amber which were seen by Ezekiel 
beside the river Chebar, become in imagination the 
vehicle by which the Redeemer's Bride will be per- 
mitted to scan the glories of the world to come. 

Such a future seems to embody the rapture of 
the beloved disciple as he stood before the wall of 
jasper and the gate of pearl, and penetrating the 
abyss which separates the present from the future, 
was permitted to behold that glorious city, which 
had no need of the sun, neither of the mocKs^ ^ 
shine in it, and which is the abode eft ths.^%xb«.*s« 
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Christ ; ' for the glory of God doth lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof.' Thus the tide of 
ages rolling onwards will only swell the deep delight 
to each member of that body which constitutes the 
Bride as it wings its flight through the realms of 
light, beholding successively new wonders of the 
Almighty and new revelations of endless beauty ; 
climbing steeper heights of glory only to feed its 
vision with a brighter Canaan, a Canaan to be 
reached without a Jordan, and to be possessed as 
soon as seen. 

In publishing these thoughts respecting the 
future of the Bride of Christ, the writer is un- 
able adequately to express the indescribable plea- 
sure he has enjoyed in meditating upon this holy 
theme, and which reminds him of the language 
adopted by Bishop Home in the preface to his 
Exposition of the Psalms of David: i And now, 
could the author flatter himself that anyone could 

«. take half the pleasure in reading the following ex- 
position which he hath taken in writing it, he 
would not fear the loss of his labour. The employ- 
ment detached him from the bustle and hurry of 
life, the din of politics, and the noise of folly ; vanity 
and vexation flew away for a season, care and dis- 
quietude came not near his dwelling. He arose 
fresh as the morning to his task ; the silence of the 
night invited him to pursue it ; and he can truly 

ssiy, that food and rest were not. ^rcfera&XKfcscfc^* 
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Very pleasantly did the hours pass, and moved 
smoothly and swiftly along ; for when thus engaged 
lie counted no time. They are gone, but have left 
a relish and a fragrance upon the mind, and the 
remembrance of them is sweet.' May we not add, 
in reference to our present theme, that if the expecta- 
tion be so sweet, how far more sweet will be the 
reality, when we can fully realise the thought of 
the inspired Psalmist of waking from the sleep of 
the grave to be ' satisfied with the likeness of God P 
If, therefore, while expressing the spiritual en- 
joyment he has experienced in considering this 
most precious Catholic doctrine in the real sense 
of the term, the writer should have been the honoured 
instrument in God's hands of calling the attention 
of but one single soul to the value and import- 
ance of this primitive truth, he will have the great 
satisfaction of thinking he has not written in vain. 
For it should never be forgotten that this doctrine, 
like yon beautiful star, which at one time follows . 
the sun when he sets and at another precedes him 
in his rise, was firmly held by the Church in her 
best and early days, after the Sun of Righteousness 
had been taken from her, until it sunk below the 
horizon during that long period of moral darkness 
which overspread the civilised-world, from the time 
when Constantine amalgamated nominal Christ- 
endom and declining Paganism in one, until the Re- 
formation of the sixteenth century, ot^ \a ^a^^ax. 
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with renewed lustre, as it has in our own times, 
like the bright morning star to usher in the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Saviour when He 
comes to claim His Bride. 

Blessed, then, yea, thrice blessed, are they who 
long for this perennial, ever-happy home ; for they 
shall soon go home. And in proportion, I believe, 
as we are in earnest on this all-important matter, so 
shall we be the better able to realise the force of 
that famous apostrophe with which the saintly 
Augustine commences his Confessions : ' O God, 
Thou hast formed us for Thyself and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in Thee/ 1 And let us remem- 
ber what saith the Holy Ghost on this doctrine, 
which is of such vital importance to all who would 
gather the crumbs of comfort from the words of the 
Comforter : ' The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come 
. . . He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly ; Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus/ 
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HYMN ON CHRIST'S COMING TO CALL 
HIS BRIDE HOME. 

1 Watch ye therefore : for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the morning : lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch.' — St. Mark, xiii. 37. 

It may be in the present eve, 
When this day's work is done, 

As you sit in the twilight lone, 
Watching the setting sun : 

As you watch its soften'd splendour 

Fast fading from your sight, 
And feel the sweetness of its rays, 

Like pulse of quivering light : 

As the summer day dies slowly 

Over the quiet sea, 
And the mind is stay'd, as ivy clings, 

By holy thoughts on Me : 

Therefore I tell you, ' Watch and pray ;' 

For as the setting sun 
Gives place to yon bright evening star, 

It may be — / will come / 

When, tired, you seek repose in sleep, 
Your heart should never cease 

Keeping its holy watch by night, 
In dreams of perfect pea^fc. 
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It may be at the dead of night, 
When all is still on land, 

And the wave of the rising tide 
Is rippling o'er the sand. 

It may be when the full-orb'd moon 

Shines in the silv'ry sky, 
Speaks to the faithful, watching soul, 

Of Immortality ; 

Or when the moonless night draws on, 

And all is still at home, 
As the clock strikes the midnight hour 

It may be — I will come / 

It may be at the cock's first crow, 
When night is nearly done, 

As the last streak of early dawn 
Fades in the rising sun ; 

Or it may be in the morning, 
When birds are warbling loud, 

And heaven reflects the coming joy — 
The morn without a cloud. 

It may be as the morning star 

Gives promise of the day, 
So may My watchful, waiting saints 

Then rise in bright array. 

When the long-wished-for morn arrives 
To call My loved Bride home, 

To whom My plighted word is given, 
Then, surely, I wiul come t 
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A LETTER, 



My Lord, 

You were kind enough a short time ago 
to favour me with a copy of your work ' On the 
Millennium ;' which I have carefully studied with 
the attention which the great importance of the sub- 
ject as well as the deep learning of its distinguished 
author alike demand. Although conscious of 
the gulf which necessarily exists between a Prelate 
of the Church of England and a country clergyman, 
I feel confident from your Lordship's well-known 
courtesy and kindness that you will pardon my 
presumption in offering some remarks on the views 
advanced in the above-mentioned work. 

I gather from your Lordship's words that you 
hold and teach as follows : — 

i st. That the one thousand years spoken of in 
Rev. xx., or 'the Millennium' as commonly termed, 
' signifies the whole period which intervened be- 
tween the first advent of Christ and the Revelation 
of Antichrist.' (P. 64.) 
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2. That the ' First Resurrection ' spoken of 
in the same passage of Holy Writ refers to ' our 
baptismal privileges and obligations, and the sacred 
duties and inestimable blessings of Church mem- 
bership and Church unity/ as you add — • Baptism 
is the door by which we enter into Christ's Church. 
But the door is not the house. There must be not 
merely new birth but a new life — not only the mark 
of Christ on the forehead, but there must be the 
spirit of Christ in the heart, bringing forth the work 
of Christ in the hand. This is the first resurrection? 

(P. 49-) 

3. That ' there will be no millennial interval 
between the resurrection of the saints and the 
universal judgment.' (P. 8.) 

4. That the promise, ' the saints shall judge the 
world ' (1 Cor. vi. 2),' refers, first, to the condemna- 
tion which holy men by their lives now pass upon 
the world for its 'blind infatuation and base in- 
gratitude to God.' And, secondly, ' in another 
sense, the Church of Christ now judges the world. 
She has received from Christ the power of the keys; 
and whatever she does on earth is ratified by Christ 
in heaven. Thus, even now, the saints of God sit 
upon thrones, and to them judgment is given.' 

(p- 53) 

5. That the declaration in the 20th chapter ol 
Revelation, of the devil being* ' bound a thousand 

years and cast into the bolXomtesfc \>v.t> and shut up 
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till the thousand years should be fulfilled/ refers to 
a period commencing with the ' Incarnation, and 
terminating with the advent of Antichrist.' (Pp. 5, 
35, 40, 64.) 

6. That the doctrine of the Millennium, if under- 
stood literally, rests upon 'a single passage of 
Scripture, such as the 20th chapter of the Apoca- 
lypse ' (p. 6) ; and that ' they who interpret the 
Apocalypse according to the letter do, in fact, 
Judaize! (P. 24.) 

7. That ' the doctrine of a Millennium is repug- 
nant to Holy Scripture' (p. 34); and is likewise 
* repugnant to the teaching of the Catholic Church ' 
and ' there is no creed in Christendom in which it 
is found.' (P. 14.) 

Reversing the order of these propositions I would 
respectfully point out, that if every doctrine to be 
accepted as true must find its place in one of the 
creeds of Christendom, what shall we say of the 
doctrines of 'Original Sin/ or 'Justification by 
Faith only/ or 'Predestination to Life/ or the 
most important of all doctrines, the work of the 
Holy Ghost in conversion, as well as in ' sancti- 
fying all the elect people of God ?' none of which 
are so mentioned either in the Apostles' Creed, the 
Nicene Creed, or that comparatively modern symbol, 
the so-called ' Creed of St. Athanasius.' 

But you say that this doctrine of the Millennium 
is * repugnant to the teaching oi t hi Catholic CKur c>vl 
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The question then arises, What constitutes that 
much-abused and misapplied term, ' the Catholic 
Church ?' If we refer to the earliest evidence for 
a definition, we find in one of the Epistles attri- 
buted to Ignatius of Antioch, to which I have 
alluded, and which, if not actually written by hira, 
bears the stamp of second-century teaching according 
to the opinion of some, the following declaration— 
1 Where ioever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic 
Church/ — (Epist to the Smy means, c. 8.) As 
this beautiful definition exhibits all the Christian 
simplicity of those primitive times, it is not only 
deserving of our cordial acceptation, but it will 
remind us how far removed that great apostate 
Church, which assumes to herself the exclusive 
possession of this title, is from having any rightful 
claim to it, as she is represented in the Book of 
Revelation as belonging ' to the synagogue of 
Satan,' committing spiritual fornication, i. e. idol- 
atry, ' with the kings of the earth,' and as ' drunken 
with the blood of the saints, with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus/ 

Accepting, then, the saying of the martyred 
Ignatius as emphatically the true definition of the 
term * * Catholic,' I shall endeavour to show that 

* Perhaps the earliest authentic use of the term ' Catholic* 

is to be found in the Encyclical Epistle of the Church at 

Smyrna concerning the martyrdom of Polycarp, a.d. i66, 

where the superscription thus reads *. — 4 TYut Cfaaxcli of God, 



the Bis/top of Lincoln. 99 

the leaders of the true Catholic Church for the first 
three centuries of its existence were unanimous in 
their teaching what Scripture meant by * the doc- 
trine of the Millennium.' I would ask your atten- 
tion to the testimony of Justin Martyr, as given at 
p. 12 of the foregoing Essay, as one of the earliest 
and most learned of the Christian Fathers who 
have written fully and clearly on this important 
doctrine. Now, what does this great Christian 
philosopher declare? That though there were 
then, as now, many good men who failed to discern 
it, yet those believers w/10 were orthodox Christians 
on all points were thoroughly assured that there 
would be an elect or out-resurrection from amongst ' 
the dead ones, as St. Paul had so distinctly foretold 
(see the Greek of Philippians, iii. 1 1, as being more 
forcible and more exact than our English rendering), 
when they who were then raised would reign for a 
thousand years with Christ previous to the general 
resurrection of all; but in a different condition 
from the present, as there they will neither marry 
nor be given in marriage, but be equal to angels, 
and of the holy family of God, as being empha- 
tically the children of the resurrection. Such 
is Justin's testimony as set forth in his famous 

which sojourns at Smyrna to the Church cf God sojourning 
at Philomelium, and to all the congregations of the hoy 
Catholic Church in every place : mercy, peace, and love, from 
God the Father and o. r Lord je&\}& Christ \i^ mvk£\^ss££ 
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Dialogue with Trypho the Jew (chaps. 80, 8x) ; and 
in another work, On the Resurrection (chap. 3), he 
shows the non-corporeal nature of the first resur- 
rection, when believers will have different bodies 
from those they have now. 

To this I would add the testimony of Papias, 
chief pastor or Bishop of Hierapolis, a generation 
before the time of Justin, who in a work now lost, 
entitled Interpretation of the Oracles of God, thus 
taught : — ' There will be a millennium after the 
out-resurrection from amongst the dead, when the 
personal reign of Christ will be established on this 
earth.' — (Fragment given in Routh's Reliquice Sacra, 
vol. i.) 

And so Irenaeus, the famous Bishop of Lyons, 
who flourished a generation later than the time 
of Justin, bears full testimony in his great work, 
Against Heresies, to the truth of the doctrine of the 
Millennium, where he observes : ' Certain persons 
are both ignorant of God's dispensations, and of 
the mystery of the resurrection of the just' And 
then he proceeds to discuss at length many pro- 
phecies of the Old Testament, especially those of 
Isaiah, all of which he applies to the millennial 
period, as preceding the general resurrection, for he 
says : ' All these, and other like prophecies, were 
unquestionably spoken in reference to the time of 
the resurrection of the just, when the righteous 
shall reign on the earth, vjaxxx^ ^txon^er and 
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stronger by the sight of the Lord ; and through 
Him they shall become accustomed to partake of 
the Divine nature and glory of God. Such will 
be the portion of those who are now sleeping in 
Jesus, and those whom the Lord shall find in the 
flesh awaiting Him from heaven, and who have 
suffered tribulation, and who have escaped the 
snares of that predicted Wicked One, the man of 
sin.'— Lib. v. c. 32, § 1 ; c. 33, §§ 3, 4; c. 35, 

§I - 

In a like sense Tertullian, the Prince of the 

Latin Fathers, as he is generally termed, for his 
learning and understanding what the early Church 
held and taught, who lived at the same time as 
Irenaeus, observes in his work Against Marcion: 
1 Our present inquiry relates more to what is pro- 
mised us in heaven than on earth. Nevertheless 
we confess that a kingdom is promised us on earth 
before the heavenly kingdom, only in another state 
of existence ; inasmuch as it will be after the out- 
resurrection, lasting for a thousand years in the 
divinely-built city of Jerusalem, let down from 
heaven, which the Apostle calls " our mother from 
above." Hence we say that this city has been 
provided by God for receiving the saints on their 
resurrection, and refreshing them with the abund- 
ance of all really spiritual blessings, as a recompense 
for those things which in the world we have either 
despised or lost 7 — Lib. iii. c. 24. 
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I might supplement the testimonies already 
given by others of a like nature from the writings 
of the ante-Nicene Fathers, such as the author of 
the Epistle of Barnabas, Clemens Romanus, Vic- 
torinus, Lactantius, &c. ; but I venture to think 
that sufficient has been said in support of my con- 
tention that the most orthodox believers of the 
primitive age, who come up to the description 
which Ignatius has given of the ' Catholic Church/ 
did hold and teach the doctrine of the Millennium, 
as understood in the present day ; and that the first 
resurrection referred to an out or elect resurrection 
of the just, as distinct in point of time and blessing 
from the general resurrection, and the judgment from 
the great white throne spoken of in Rev. xx. 11-15. 

But I understand your Lordship to contend that 
the testimonies of certain persons later than those 
which I have adduced, specifying particularly 
Origen and Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria, in 
the third century, and Jerome in the fourth cen- 
tury, are sufficient to override the authority, 
unanimous as I believe it to be, of the most 
distinguished Fathers of the second century ; and 
that they alone constitute the teaching of the 
Catholic Church. Let me briefly note how un- 
trustworthy are these three witnesses, on which 
you appear to rely as infallible authorities for re- 
jecting ths doctrine of the Millennium. Origen 
carried his system of al\egoi\s\xi£ a\.mo*\. ^*rj\3bnu& 
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found in Scripture to such an extent, that at length, 
he denied the doctrine of eternal punishment. 
Dionysius, his faithful pupil, is said to have denied 
the Godhead of the Holy Spirit, the third Person in 
the Blessed Trinity. While Jerome rejected that 
fundamental doctrine of experimental religion, viz. 
justification by faith, and who appears to have been 
sunk in that slough of superstition which afterwards 
became so fully developed in the fallen Church 
of Rome. Nevertheless, Jerome candidly acknow- 
ledges that the mass of the faithful ( l plurima 
multitude* I ?& he says) were believers in the doctrine 
of the Millennium, and that those who denied it 
went, as he expresses it, ' contrary to the opinion 
of the ancients, such as Tertullian, Victorinus, and 
Lactantius, amongst the Latins ; and of the Greeks, 
passing by other authorities, I will confine myself 
to the mention of one eminent person alone, viz. 
the illustrious and holy Irenaeus of Lyons/ 

Now, I appeal with confidence to your Lordship 
to consider, concerning the testimonies which I 
have adduced from the writings of the ante-Nicene 
Fathers, which party has the more rightful claim to 
be considered as holding and teaching the doctrine 
of the ' Catholic Church' during the earliest ages of 
its existence? May we not here adopt the rule 
of Tertullian (Fres. ag. Her. § 31), * That which 
was first is true, that which came after is false, 9 
as a help for finding what the. Ca&ts&s. <Onsxk*v 
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really taught on this precious doctrine? I am 
aware that there is a certain powerful parry in the 
Church of England at this present time who 
assume to themselves, in imitation of Rome, the 
exclusive title of * Catholic,' and who are the 
avowed leaders of the counter-Reformation move- 
ment; which said* movement* has been ' denomi- 
nated ' (as your Lordship observes in your Charge 
of 1867) ' by its opponents, not quite felicitously, 
Ritualism, and by its friends, still more incorrectly 
Catholic' But I venture to think that these 
Ritualists have as good a claim to the exclusive tide 
of ' Catholic,' as is your contention that the denial 
of millenarian doctrines is in accordance with the 
teaching of the Catholic Church from the earliest age. 
Your Lordship, moreover, considers that the 
doctrine of the Millennium rests ' on a single passage 
of Scripture/ viz. the 20th chapter of Revelation. 
I have endeavoured in the foregoing essay to con- 
sider some of the many passages in Scripture 
separate from the Apocalypse, where that doctrine 
appears to be most plainly revealed ; and it is not 
too much to say, that if the ' Revelation of John ' 
had never been admitted into the canon of Scrip- 
ture, or only temporarily, as in the case of the 
Epistles of Clemens Romanus, the doctrine of 
the Millennium would have been held and taught 
by 'the most orthodox* (to use Justin Martyr's 
words) ' of the early Church,' as cteaxVj as it is by 
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a large body of believers in the present day. I 
observe that you adduce John, v. 24-29, as is often 
done, in support of your view against the doctrine 
of the Millennium, or, speaking more exactly, of the 
Premillennial Advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ But a calm consideration of this passage 
rather supports, I venture to think, the opposite 
view, since its proper interpretation depends upon 
the meaning of the word ' hour/ Our Lord de- 
clares that * the hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God ; 
and they that hear shall live' (v. 25); thereby 
clearly applying the term to the lengthened period 
of the Gospel dispensation. When, therefore, our 
Lord repeats the expression, ' Marvel not at this, 
for the hour is coming,' &c. (v. 28), must we not, 
in order to be consistent, consider the term indi- 
cative of a lengthened period likewise?* Thus, 
those who believe the doctrine of the Millennium 
suppose ' the hour' of v. 25 to denote a period 
of some thousands of years, reaching from the first 
promulgation of the Gospel until the present time ; 
and 'the hour' of v. 28 a period of millennial 
duration, lasting until the general resurrection of 

* Heathen writers were accustomed thus to speak of time ; 
e.g. Plutarch, in Con sol. ad A poll, says : 'If we compare the 
time of life with eternity, we shall find no difference between 
long and short ; for iooo or 10,000 years are but a certain, 
indefinite point, or rather the smallest \>axV ofc «^wo^ 



I 
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judgment of alL Those who reject the doctri 
of the Millennium understand ' the hour' of v. 
likewise to denote a period of some thousands 
years, described in Scripture under the term ' t 
day of salvation ; ' while with notable inconsisten 
they interpret ' the hour' of v. 28 to mean a natu; 
hour, or a moment like the twinkling of an eye, 
which the resurrection of all mankind will simul 
neously take place.* 

Your Lordship further considers, that believi 
the doctrine of the Millennium tends to make m 
'fadaize,' by quoting approvingly Jerome's+ 1 
proach that ' Millenarian doctrines were no bet 
than Jewish fables.' Though Scripture condeir 
by name ' old wives' fables,' and 'cunningly devis 
fables,' I have no recollection of any specific me 
tion of 'Jewish fables.' I can therefore 01 
understand the term as contradictory of St. Pai 
teaching in his Epistle 'unto the churches 

* Lord Bacon has a pertinent remark on this subji 
wherein he speaks of ' the latitude which is peculiar i 
familiar to Divine prophecies, which have their complet 
not only at stated times, but in succession, as participal 
of the nature of their Author, with whom a thousand years 
but as one day, and therefore are not fulfilled punctually 
once, but have a growing accomplishment through many aj 
though the height or fullness of them may refer to a sin 
age or a moment.' — Advancement of Learning, lib. it chap. 

+ As a specimen of Jerome's unsoundness in the faith, i 
his defence of one of the doctrines of the Apostasy, see All 
on Matt. i. 25. 
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Galatia,' which condemns with Apostolic authority 
the fudaizing principles and practices which certain 
'false brethren had unawares brought in,' and 
which St. Paul terms ' another gospel/ And though 
his fellow-apostles, Peter and Barnabas, were 
carried away by the ' dissimulation* of these false 
brethren among the Jews, yet Paul nobly resolved 
that he would ' not give place by subjection' to 
such Judaizers, ' no, not for one hour/ And I 
think the Catholic Church has sided with St. 
Paul, and not with St. Peter, respecting Judaizing 
principles and practices ; unless, indeed, we con- 
cede the term ' Catholic* to the fallen Church of 
Rome, and then we shall be driven to accept the 
dictum of that distinguished but fatally mistaken 
seceder from our Church, Dr. John Henry Newman, 
who declares that ' Protestants hold justification by 
faith only, though there is no text in St. Paul which 
enunciates it, and though St. James expressly denies 
it* — History of my Religious Opinions, p. 87. It is 
not necessary to observe that this is a signal in- 
stance of the ignorance which Papists* have of 

* I purposely disclaim using the term ' Papist ' in the way 
of reproach. It is used here just as Cardinal Baronius used 
it, when he says it ought to be regarded by Romanists as a 
title of honour: ' Sint igitur nobis viventibus haec semper 
precoma laudum, et post mortem tituli sepulchrales, ut 
Romani sic semper dicamur atque Papist-*.' Baronius dis- 
cusses the point at great length m \v\s> Martyrologium 
tomanum, OctoMs 16, p. 459, col. 1. Xti\n«^>», ick. \SR«* 
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Scripture teaching, inasmuch as St. Paul declares 
* a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
taw' (Rom. iii. 28) ; but it will serve as a warning 
to prove to whom the term ' Judaizing ' more pro- 
perly belongs. And I cannot help thinking that 
your Lordship on reflection will admit that the term 
1 Judaizing' is far more applicable to the Church 
of Rome , and its zealous imitators in the Ritual- 
istic party at home, than to those who consistently 
adhere to the letter of Scripture as far as it may be 
lawfully held, and who consequently believe that 
when the Bible says that ' the meek shall inherit 
the earth/ and ' shall reign on the earth,' and 'shall 
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with Him a thousand years,' it means literally what 
it says: otherwise we are in danger of coming 
under the reproof of Hooker, by making Scripture 
a ' nose of wax,' to be turned and twisted any way 
soever we please. I think this was especially the 
case with one of your witnesses, the learned 
Origen, who was doubtless a great, though not 
apparently a deep, student of the oracles of God. 
The following specimen of Origen's teaching will, 
I think, serve to show that he is not a very safe 
guide to be relied on. It is taken from his 2nd 
Homily on the Book of Exodus, wherein he thus 
teaches : — 

'Pharaoh represents the devil ; the Hebrew chil- 
dren represent the anima\ &n& TO&&H& Acuities 
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of the soul. Pharaoh desires the destruction of all 
the males, 1. e. the seeds of spiritual science 
through which the soul seeks heavenly things; 
but he desired the preservation of the females, 
1. e. all the animal propensities of man. The mid- 
wives represent the Old and New Testaments, the 
name of one being Shiphrah, which signifies " a 
sparrow," represents the instruction by which- souls 
are led to soar aloft after heavenly things; the 
other, Puahy which signifies "ruddy," represents 
the Gospel that is ruddy with the blood of Christ 
during His sufferings on earth. By these souls 
born into the Church are healed. Pharaoh, 
the devil, wishes to corrupt these midwives, in 
order that all the males, 1. e. the spiritual pro- 
pensities, may be destroyed, which he does by 
introducing heresies. But it is written, " The mid- 
wives feared God, therefore He built them houses? 
which means that the Law and the Gospel built up 
the Church; which is represented by PharaoKs 
daughter, who, although she had a wicked father, 
nevertheless " came down to wash herself at the 
river," /*. e. came to the baptismal font to be washed 
from the sins she had contracted in her father's 
house : as the Psalmist says, " Hearken, O daughter, 
and consider; forget thine own people and thy father's 
house, so shall the king greatly desire thy beauty" 
(Ps. xlv. 10, n). Instantly Pharaoh's daughter 
has bowels of compassion Cox VSae, \x&ax&. '\&B&e^ k 
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who represents the Church, lying in " an arl^ of 
bulrushes daubed with pitch;" i.e. the law obscured 
by the carnal glosses of the Jeivs % who are ignorant 
of its spiritual meaning; and while it continues 
with them it is helpless as an infant, but as soon 
as it enters the door of the Christian Church it 
becomes strong. Taught thus by the Church, the 
Jewish synagogue forsakes idolatry; when it sees 
the Gentiles worshipping the true God, it becomes 
ashamed of its idols. Thus, though we have had 
JPharaoh for our father, directly we come to the 
waters of Baptism we take to us Moses, /. e. the 
law of God in its true and spiritual meaning : what 
is weak in it we leave ; what is strong we take and 
place in the royal palace of our heart? 

Thus far Origen's mode of interpreting Scripture; 
and inasmuch as he condemns ' the carnal glosses 
of the Jews ' on this memorable passage, I would 
adduce one Jewish authority in order to show that 
they are not so very far apart in extracting what 
they list from the sacred oracles of God. Thus 
Jonathan ben Uzziel, in his Targum on the Penta- 
teuch, says of the same passage, that ' God had 
smitten all the Egyptians with ulcers, and that the 
daughter of Pharaoh came to wash in the river in 
order to find relief, and that directly she touched 
the ark of bulrushes wherein the infant Moses was 
concealed her ulcers were entirely healed P More- 
pver, Origen's chief pomt ap^eaxs, to re^t on the 
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magical power of the waters of Baptism, that every- 
one who is baptized of necessity forsakes idolatry at 
once and for ever. This reminds me of an argument 
said to have been used by a distinguished pervert 
from our Church as a justification for his joining 
the Church of Rome, which our Church truly affirms, 
by her fundamental doctrine of Trausubstantia- 
tion, to be guilty of ' Idolatry to be abhorred by 
all faithful Christians.' Thus he argues — * It is 
foretold that under the Gospel dispensation the idols 
God shall utterly abolish (Isa. ii. 18) ; but if, under 
that dispensation, the Roman Church be idolatrous, 
then the idols have not been utterly abolished. 
Therefore the Roman Church cannot have been 
idolatrous.' See the late Stanley Faber's (an eminent 
and sound Protestant) Provincial Letters, p. 222. 
But if I do not misunderstand your Lordship, 
you appear to adopt Origen's view, I do not say his 
interpretation of Pharaoh's daughter and the finding 
of Moses, but as regards the efficacy of the waters 
of Baptism ; inasmuch as you deny the ' first 
resurrection,' mentioned in Rev. xx., to be the 
bodily resurrection of those who are l caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air/ as described by St. Paul 
(1 Thess. iv.); observing that such a view 'is a 
natural result of low and inadequate notions of our 
baptismal privileges and obligations, and of the 
sacred duties and inestimable blessings of Church- 
membfership and Church unity *, axv& \l >omw*sc&s^ 
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notions axe entertained on these momentous points, 
the doctrine of a millennium may be expected to 
prevail.' (P. 49.) 

Moreover, you contend, as I have already re- 
marked, that though ' Baptism is the door by which 
we enter into Christ's Church, the door is not the 
house;' consequently * there must be not merely 
new birth, but a new life.' And that this new life 
' is the first resurrection.' And you attempt an 
explanation of the very natural objection which 
those who believe in the doctrine of the Millennium 
make to this mode of allegorising Scripture after 
the manner of Origen, instead of receiving it, as far 
as can be done, in its plain and literal mesning. 
Thus your Lordship writes on the subject of the 
first resurrection : — 

' It is alleged that we read in our text (Rev. xx.) 
the rest of the dead lived not until the thousand 
years were finished ; and that this, we allow, is said of 
the general resurrection, that is, of a bodily resusci- 
tation ; and that, therefore, it is added, if we will 
be consistent we ought to interpret the first resur- 
rection also, not as a spiritual, but as a corporeal 
revivification. If the words life and resurrection 
have a physical meaning in one place, they must, it 
is said, have a similar meaning in the other.' (Pp. 

56, 57-) 
It is not necessary to note what a powerful and 

natural objection this is to ^ovxiNisro of the doctrine 
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of the Millennium ; but I will supplement it by ad- 
ducing the testimony of the late Dean Alford, who 
was distinguished, like your Lordship, as an eminent 
critical commentator of the Word of God. In his 
exposition of Rev. xx. 4-6, under the head of 
' The Millennial Reign] after adducing arguments 
which appear to me to be very convincing against 
the spiritual and non-literal interpretation of the 
passage in question, he thus writes in a way which 
I venture to think demands your Lordship's very 
serious attention : — 

' It will have been long ago anticipated by the 
readers of this Commentary that I cannot consent 
to distort words from their plain sense and chrono- 
logical place in the prophecy on account of any con- 
siderations of difficulty or any risk of abuses which 
the doctrine of the Millennium might bring with it. 
Those who lived next to the Apostles, and the whole 
Church for 300 years, understood them in the 
plain literal sense ; and // is a strange sight in these 
days to see expositors who are among the first in 
reverence for antiquity, complacently casting aside the 
most cogent instance of consensus which primitive 
antiquity presents. As regards the text itself, no 
legitimate treatment of it will extort what is known 
as the spiritual interpretation now in fashion. If, 
in a passage where two resurrections are mentioned, 
where certain \fwx a i Hv**v (souls live) at the first* 
and the rest of the vc<poi E$n<"*v V^^^Xvn^ ^^ ^ 
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the end of a specified period after the first, — if in 
such a passage the first resurrection may be under- 
stood to mean spiritual rising with Christ, while the 
second means literal rising from the. grave; thai 
there is an end of all significance in language, and 
Scripture is wiped out as a definite testimony to any- 
thing. If the first resurrection is spiritual, then so 
is the second, which, I suppose, none will be hardy 
enough to maintain ; but the second is literal, then 
so is the first, which in common with the whole 
primitive Church and many of the best modern ex- 
positors, I do maintain and receive as an article of 
faith and hope. 1 

I venture, with all respect for your Lordship's 
learning, as well as office and person, to say that I 
think Dean Alford's reasoning as here given to be 
unanswerable ; notwithstanding that you positively 
assert ' the doctrine of a millennium is repugnant to 
Holy Scripture. 9 (P. 34.) I can understand the 
language of our Church in her Twenty-second Article, 
that ' the Romish doctrine touching the worship of 
images and invocation of saints is repugnant to the 
Word of God* but after a careful study of your 
Lordship's work I am at a loss to think how the 
same can be truly said of the doctrines of the Mil- 
lennium and of the first, or elect Resurrection of the 
faithful who constitute Christ's Holy Bride, ..'the 
Lamb's Wife.' It has been my endeavour in the 
foregoing essay to show Yiqn* \&t&fc tacx£v&K&TO$^ear 
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to accord with the plain and literal meaning of 
God's infallible Word. Without attempting to 
repeat here what I have already said, I trust you 
will not deem me presumptuous if I ask your Lord- 
ship's attention to my interpretation of three 
passages of Scripture, as distinct from anything to 
be found in the 20th chapter of Revelation, viz. : 
-1 Cor. xv. 22, &c. ; Phil. ii. 10, 11; 1 Thess. 

iv. 13-17- 

Moreover, I trust that I have not misinterpreted 
your meaning when I understand you to contend 
that the Millennium, or the thousand years spoken 
of in the 20th chapter of Revelation, includes the 
whole period from the first advent of Christ unto 
the future coming of Antichrist, during which time 
Satan is bound ; and consequently we are in the 
millennial dispensation now, and the power of man's 
enemy, the devil, has ceased to be exercised, ever 
since the Incarnation, over the souls of men. The 
experience of our daily life, as well amongst the 
most civilised nations as the most savage, whether 
amongst the most saintly or the most wicked of 
mankind, seems to contradict this opinion. I would 
fain ask you to consider how we are to understand 
these two passages of Scripture, if Satan was bound 
at the time when ' holy men of old ' were inspired 
of the Holy Ghost to deliver this testimony to the 
Church of Christ. St. Paul, writing to the. *&^fas£ffias» 
about thirty years after the cracMacLOY^^SK^*^^^ 
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wicked spirits,' which were then residing or dwelling 
' in the heavenlies ' (jh wvevpariKa rrjg irovqplae ir 
rolg kirovpavLoig), most unfortunately rendered in the 
Authorised Version by the misleading term, i spiritual 
wickedness in high places ' (Eph. vi. 12). St. John, 
in the Apocalypse, written towards the close of the 
first century, speaking of events which would precede 
Satan's being cast down to earth for a short time 
previous to his being bound for a thousand years^ 
says, 'There was war in heaven {tv r$ ovpavy), 
Michael and his angels fought against the dragon ; 
and the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent 
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world, into the earth. . . Woe to the in* 
habiters of the earth ; for the devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth 
he hath but a short time' (Rev. xii. 7-12). Now* 
if all this occurred at the time of the Incarnation, 
as I understand your Lordship to interpret Satan's 
being bound, how .could St Paul speak of the 
* wicked spirits * being in the heavenlies at the time 
when he was writing ? Is it not far more consistent 
with the whole tenour of the Gospel and the teach- 
ing of the New Testament to believe that 'the 
Prince of the power of the air/ as St Paul terms 
him (Eph. ii. 2), remains in that locality until * the 
dead in Christ, and we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord, shall be caught up 
together to meet the Lord in tht airl «&S&^& <^&axlv 
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set forth in the 4th chapter of the 1st Epistle to the 
Thessalonians ; when ' the war in heaven ' will take 
place between Michael, ' like unto God/ i.e. Christ 
and His saintly army, and the Prince of the air, i.e. 
Satan and his host ; the issue of which war will be 
the casting down. of Satan to this earth, where he 
will appear for a ' short time ' in person (as he has 
thrice before, according to Scripture — in Paradise, 
to Job, and in the wilderness), previous to being 
bound for a thousand years ? I ask if this is not 
a more consistent interpretation of Scripture than 
to accept your Lordship's contention that 'when 
Christ ascended up on high He led captivity captive 
and gave gifts to men, enabling them also to wrestle 
• . . against spiritual wickedness in high places; 
and He bruised Satan under their feet? Thus 
Christ bound Satan, and cast him into the bottom- 
less pit, and shut him up, and set His seal upon 
him, in order that he should deceive the nations no 
more. 1 (P. 40.) 

I should wish now to draw these remarks to a 
close, did I not feel bound to offer some observa- 
tions on another point intimately connected with 
the doctrine of the Millennium. The belief of the 
' most orthodox ' Christians, as Justin Martyr calls 
them, respecting the doctrine of the Millennium, is, 
that those who rise in the first resurrection, or the 
resurrection as it is emphatically termed by David 
(Ps. i. 5), when, as he says, * ftv^ \*\0«^&. ^a noV 
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rise,* viz. the dead in Christ, or sleepers in Jesus, 
and we which are alive and remain until that time 
will literally reign with Christ on or over the earth, 
with bodies, though very different from their present 
condition, in a purified, spiritual, and angelic state, 
just as God is said to be now reigning * over the 
heathen* t (Ps. xlvii. 8) ; though, speaking criti- 
cally, it would appear from Scripture that the 
promised reign of Christ's saints 'on the earth* 
(Rev. vi. 10) partakes of a more personal nature, 
as the various expressions, already referred to, in 
the Psalms — 'Those that wait upon the Lord shall 
inherit the earth* (Ps. xxxvii. 9, n, 29); and 
again, 'The upright shall have dominion over them 
(the fool and the brutish person) in the morning,' 
(xlix. 14) viz. that morning when, as David says, 
*I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy 
likeness* (xvii. 15) — appear to prove. 

I think, therefore, we are warranted from Scrip- 
ture in believing that the promised Sabbatical rest 

* A correct rendering of Dan. xii. 2 confirms the truth of 
this view by thus reading it : ' Many from amongst the 
sleepers in the dust of the earth shall awake : these (who 
then awake) shall rise to everlasting life : those (who do not) 
shall be left to their everlasting shame/ 

+ The Greek preposition signifying 'over* governs the 

accusative case, as the LXX. reads, W) rk U»n — 'on earth, ' 

in reference to place ; as in Rev. vi. 10, or Matt. vi. 10, 

' Thy will be done in earth •,' there «*•) governs a genitive, as 

M Ttjf ypjf. 



the Bishop of L incoln. 119 

spoken of in Heb. iv. 9, ' There remaineth a rest 
((raftftaTKTjjLog) to the people of God/ denotes 
the Millennial reign of Christ with His Bride, 
when the blessings and privileges specified by 
Isaiah, ' A king shall reign in righteousness, and 
princes shall rule in judgment' (xxxii. 1), when * the 
child shall die an hundred years old,' and ' the lion 
shall eat straw like the bullock ' (lxv. 20, 25), and 
' the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea ' (xi. 9), shall all 
be literally and fully accomplished. But if, as your 
Lordship contends, we are now under the Millen- 
nial dispensation, I would fain ask how we are to 
interpret the promise that life will be prolonged 
apparently as in the days of the antediluvian patri- 
archs ? or how it can be said with truth that, the 
earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord in the 
sense which the metaphor of the waters covering 
the sea seems to imply ? What a very small inroad 
has Christianity in its most nominal form made 
upon heathendom, after 2000 years nearly of 
missionary effort ! According to the most recent 
statistics, the earth is supposed to contain at this 
present time upwards of 1400 million inhabitants, 
of which, with the utmost liberality of computation, 
not 400 millions, make a profession of Christianity; 
which number must again be further reduced, not 
merely on account of the false teaching of those 
two gigantic corruptions of CYim&axxvV^'^ Qi«£*. 
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and Latin Churches; but amongst Protestants at 
home, who have the inestimable advantages of an 
open Bible, a pure faith, and an enlightened age, 
since of how few" comparatively speaking can it be 
said with truth that they possess that * knowledge 
of the Lord ' which will one day cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea I 

But if I rightly interpret your Lordship's meaning, 
you consider all these things have been accomplished 
since the Saviour of men ascended up on high, 
leading captivity captive and giving gifts to men ; 
and that the saints may be said to be now reigning 
with Christ, because ' the Church now judges the 
world in having received from Christ the power of 
the keys, the power of binding and loosing; and 
whatever she does on earth, orderly and rightly, in 
the ministry of remitting or retaining sins, is rati- 
fied by Christ in heaven. Thus, even now, the 
saints of God sit upon thrones, and to them judg- 
ment is given.' (P. 53.) 

As this view appears to afford a sort of recog L 
nition of the claims of the Church of Rome, and 
its disloyal imitators amongst ourselves, respecting 
the power of 'priestly absolution/ together with that 
un-Catholic, anti-Christian, and most immoral doc- 
trine of ' auricular confession,' * it may be well for 

* This is not the place to enter upon a consideration of 

the doctrines of either * priestly absolution' or 'auricular 

confession ; ' but if any one wish** to ate-ta&t ^\^rc&$&T«L 
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us to consider how far our Lord's words can be 
said to bear the construction which you appear to 
put upon them. 

It has been conclusively shown by the learned 
Dr. Lightfoot that the phrases, ' power of the keys,' 
and ' binding and loosing,' as used by our Lord in 
His commission to the Apostles, referred to things 
and not to persons. The * keys of the kingdom of 
heaven/ mentioned in Matt. xvi. 19, refers to the 
blessings of the Gospel, which was shut up in the 
Jewish nation through the ignorance and malice 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, who would neither 
embrace it themselves nor suffer others that were 
desirous of entering in so to do, through the rulers 
among the priestly caste taking away the key of 
knowledge, i. e. the right interpretation of the Word 
of God; and through the judicial blindness to 
which the nation in general was given up to. Keys 
are the ensigns of treasures, and of stewards as the 
guardians of such treasures, and such the ministers 
of the New Testament undoubtedly are. They 
have the unsearchable riches of the Gospel under 
their care, placed in their earthen vessels to lay 
before others ; and as stewards of the manifold 

and un- Catholic character, as well as their evil tendency, 
fully proved, the writer can cordially recommend for that 
purpose a work of the late Rev. Hobart Seymour, entitled, 
The Confessional : an Appeal to the Primitive, and CatKoYu. 
Forms o Absolution in the East and in the West* 
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grace of God, of these things they have the keys. 
So that the words have nothing whatever to do 
with Church power and government, as claimed by 
the Church of Rome to have been given to Peter, 
and hence to his supposed successors, or as 
claimed by any amongst ourselves who, with such 
signal disloyalty to the Church of Christ, and that 
branch of it to which they profess to belong, 
boast they are * one with Roman Catholics in faith 
and have a common foe to fight/* They are used 
in a metaphorical sense for the opening and ex- 
plaining the truths of the Gospel ; and are not to 
be understood of binding and loosing men's sins, 
by laying on or taking off censures, penances, and 
excommunications ; but only of doctrines, or de- 
clarations of what is lawful or unlawful, free or 
prohibited, to be practised or rejected ; in which 
sense the words * bound' and ' loosed " are found in 
the TaJmudic writings times without number. To 
give one specimen, as quoted by that eminent 
Rabbinical scholar, the Rev. Dr. Gill : In the 
comment of the Talmudists on that notable pass- 
age in Ecclesiastes (xii. n), * The words of the 
wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the 
masters of assemblies, which are given from one 
shepherd, — they say of the masters of assemblies, 
' These are the disciples of the wise men who sit 

# See C/nion Review of July 1867, art xxi. by a Layman of 
the Church of England. 



tlie Bishop of Lincoln, 123 

in different collections and study the law; these 
pronounce things or persons defiled, and these 
pronounce things or persons clean ; these bind, and 
tJiese loose, . . Get thyself a heart to hear the words 
of them that bind, and the words of them that loose; 
the words of them that reject, and the words of 
them that declare it right/ — Babylonian Talmud, 
Chagiga, fol. 3. 2.) 

And so Dr. Lightfoot, after giving numerous in- 
stances of a like nature from the Talmudic writings, 
observes : — 

'To these may be added, if need were, the 
frequent (shall I say ?) or infinite use of the phrases 
bound and loosed^ which we meet with thousands of 
times over. But from these allegations the reader 
sees abundantly enough, both the frequency and the 
common use of this phrase, and the sense of it 
also ; viz. first, that it is used in doctrine and in 
judgments concerning things allowed or not allowed 
in the law. Secondly, that to ' bind ' is the same 
with to 'forbid/ or to 'declare forbidden.' To 
think that Christ when He used the common phrase 
was not understood by His hearers in the common 
sense, shall I call it a matter of laughter or of mad- 
ness ? To this, therefore, do these words amount : 
When the time wherein the Mosaic law, as to some 
part of it, was to be abolished and left off, — and, as 
to another part of it, was to be continued and to last 
for ever, — he granted to Vetax axA \fc ^afcx^.^.^ 
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the Apostles (cf. Matt. xvi. 19, and xviii. 18) a 
power to abolish or confirm what they thought good, 
and as they thought good, being taught this, and 
led by the Holy Spirit ; as if He should say, 'What- 
soever ye shall bind in the law of Moses, that is, 
forbid, it shall be forbidden, the Divine authority 
confirming it ; and whatsoever ye shall loose, that 
is, permit, or shall teach that it is permitted and 
lawful, shall be permitted and lawful.' Hence they 
bound, u e. forbade, circumcision to the believers ; 
eating of things offered to idols, of things strangled, 
and of blood, for a time, to the Gentiles ; and that 
which they bound on earth was confirmed in heaven. 
They loosed, t. e. allowed, purification to Paul and 
to four other brethren, for the shunning of scandal 
(Acts, xxi. 24) ; and in a word, by these words of 
Christ it was committed to them, the Holy Spirit 
directing, that they should make decrees concerning 
religion, as to the use or rejection of Mosaic rites 
and judgments, and that either for a time or for 
ever.' — Hebrew and Talmudical Exer citations upon 
St Matfkcio. Dr. Lightfoot's Works, voL xt 
p. 230, ed. 1823. 

If I have not misunderstood your Lordship's 
interpretation of the promise to the saints, that 
they ' shall reign on earth with Christ for a thou- 
sand years/ you consider it is fulfilled by the 
power of the keys, and of binding and loosing, left 
by Christ to His ' Church, vftv\0& \tfyw Y&d&es the 
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world.' (P. 53.) But whether you attach the Roman 
sense to these phrases, or the sense in which they 
were understood by the ancient 'Church in the 
wilderness ' (Acts, vii. 38), as well as by the Primitive 
Christians, such as Clement, ' the fellow-labourer' 
of St Paul (Philip, iv. 3), who is believed to have 
been the chief pastor of the Church sojourning at 
Rome, and who writes to his fellow - believers 
at Corinth, ' The Lord desires nothing of any man, 
except that confession be made to Him\\ Ep. to Con 
c. 3); or his namesake of Alexandria, who wrote a 
century later ; i He alone can absolve from sins who 
died for our sins ' (Itedog. lib. L c 8), — I do not 
feel quite certain, but I venture to think that the 
many promises to the saints of God, both in the 
Old and New Testament, of judging, reigning, 
ruling, and possessing dominion in Christ's kingdom, 
such as is described by the prophet Daniel — 'And 
the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given 
to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom ; and all rulers 
(marg.) shall serve and obey Him' (vii. 27)— 
cannot, with any due regard to the proper canon of 
interpreting the sacred oracles of God, be applied 
' to the power of the keys ' and of ' binding and 
loosing/ as it is assumed by some professing Chris- 
tians in the present day. 
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In another instance I cannot help thinking that 
your Lordship has misunderstood the teaching of 
Scripture on the doctrine of the Millennium. You 
say, ' There will be no millennial interval between 
the resurrection of the saints and the universal 
judgment ; the resurrection and judgment will take 
place on one and the same day — the last day. 1 (P. 8.) 
And you quote the following passages of Scripture 
thus in support of this opinion : — ' In a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye (i Cor. xv. 52), the Lord shall 
descend with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and the trump of God (1 Thess. iv. 16); 
and the dead shall be raised (1 Cor. xv. 52). The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels (2 Thess. i. 7).' 

Has not your Lordship omitted to observe that 
the Apostle, in your reference to the Corinthians, 
is speaking of 'the dead' as including all mankind ; 
whereas in your reference to the Thessalonians he 
speaks exclusively of ' the dead in Christ ? 
Herein, as it appears to me, there is an important 
difference, which may be said to cover the whole 01 
the disputed question, as to whether we are living 
in the Millennium at this present time, and have 
been ever since the promulgation of the Gospel, or 
whether we are to refer the promised blessings con- 
nected with the Millennial dispensation to that 
period when 'the earth shall be filled with the 
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knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea* (Hab. ii. 14). 

I have the honour to be, with very sincere respect, 
your Lordship's humble and obedient servant, 

BOURCHIER WREY SAVILE, 

Rector of Shillingford. 
May 1st, 1877. 



P.S. — I would venture to add the testimony of the 
greatest writer on Prophecy which the Church of 
England has produced respecting the doctrine of the 
Millennium. In the preface to the fifth and final 
edition of that masterly work, the Horce Apocalypticce, 
Mr. Elliott observes : — ' One word in conclusion, on 
the great millennial question. As was my duty, I 
have very carefully considered the arguments in the 
Bampton Lectures of the present highly esteemed 
Bishop of Carlisle, Dr. Waldegrave, as also those of 
Professor Fairbairn and other recent writers on the 
subject, against the hypothesis of Christ's Pre-Millen- 
nial Advent, advocated by me in my former editions. 
And I am bound to say, that the result of the exami- 
nation has been to confirm me in the truth of that 
hypothesis? (P. xxiv.) 
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